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Agape Harvest 
    

 

First United 

Presbyterian Church 

of Pine Plains  
3039 Church Street,  

P. O. Box 313,  

Pine Plains, NY 12567 
Tel: (518) 398-7117 

  

To know the love of 
Christ; to show the 

love of Christ; and to 
grow in the love of 

Christ. 
  
• All are welcome to 

join us at our weekly 
Sunday worship 

service at 11:00 

a.m.  

 

• Church School and 
childcare are 

available during the 

worship service. 

 
• Join us for the 

warmth of coffee 

hours and fellowship 
following most 

weekly worship 

services. 
 

• Pastor Carol’s office 

hours are by 
appointment.  

Please call her at 

(518) 697-0025 

(home), (845) 235-
3569 (cell) or (518) 

398-7117 (church 

office). 

 From Your Pastor:  
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Advent is a time of special wonder for 

me. More than thirty years ago I did not 

think I would ever be a mother. But I 

was blessed, we were blessed, with the 

birth of our daughter, Christa. She was 

and is an amazing gift of Godôs love to 

us. Suddenly the mystery of God 

becoming flesh and dwelling among us 

became more real to me. Surely if  God 

should provide such a miracle as the 

birth of human life how much more 

possible and amazing was the birth of 

Jesus, God incarnate. The wonder of 

human birth somehow enabled me to 

connect with the holiness and mystery of 

the birth of Godôs only begotten Son. 

 
Advent is a holy time. The minor key 

hymns of the season are meant to point is 

to the holy otherness and mystery of God 

coming among us in Christôs birth, life, 

redeeming death and resurrection to 

eternal life. But that is not all. Advent  

 
    www.pineplainspresbyterianchurch.com 

reminds us of God in Christ 

present with us here and now 

through the Holy Spirit and 

the coming of Godôs kingdom 

in all its fullness and glory. 

 

May we never lose sight of 

the profound nature of Godôs 

gift to us in Jesus Christ our 

Lord and may this Advent 

season be a time of true 

preparation for the greatest 

gift of all, God with us, Jesus, 

our Immanuel. 

 

With love, 

Carol 

 

 
 

 

http://www.pineplainspresbyterianchurch.com/
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Upcoming Events, Notices 
* Events dates & times subject to change 

 
All meetings /events  in the Fellowship Hall unless stated otherwise . 
 
Bible Study: Thursdays at 7 pm.  
Womenôs Assoc.: Thursday Dec. 14 at 1:00 pm. 
Council of Churches: Friday Dec. 15 at 10:30 am at St Anthonyôs Church.  
Christmas Concert:  Saturday Dec. 16 at 4 pm. in the Sanctuary, followed by a covered dish supper in 
the Fellowship Hall . (see flyer on last page). If you would like to help set up for the covered dish 
supper, please let Ryan or Dyan know. Thanks!  
Sunday School Christmas Pageant : Sunday Dec. 17 during worship. 
 
The Womenôs Association will be meeting on December 14th at 12 noon at Liaôs Mountainview for their 

Christmas Luncheon. If anyone needs a ride please call Pastor Carol at 845-235-3569. 

 

The Penny Social has been cancelled. 

 

Christmas Eve : 
Our Christmas Eve Candlelight service will be at 10:00 pm . Since it falls on Sunday this 
year, there will also be a regular worship service at 11:00 am that day.  

 

 
Christmas Outreach Info  
 
Stacey Moore is organizing the Adopt -a-Family program  again. 
People can bring new, unwrapped clothing and toys to church by 
Sunday, December 17th, and Kathy Bartles will take them to Millerton.   
 
Donations can be sent to  
Adopt a family c/o Moore and More  Printing  
PO Box 880 Millerton NY 12546 

 
 

 

 

 

Other Christmas Events in the Greater Community 
 
Dorothy Whitaker and the Coxsakie-Athens Community Band will be performing a holiday 

concert at St. Maryôs Church in Hudson on Wed. Dec. 6 at 7:30 pm. 

 

We will have a mitten tree  again this year for the After School 
program that Jan Brooks does at the North East Community 
Center in Millerton. Hats, mittens, socks, etc . in women's and 
children's sizes can be put around the tree in the fellowship 

hall.  The deadline for this is also Dec. 17. 
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Servants’ Calendar 
 
 

 

 
 

  Liturgist December 2017 – January 2018 

 
Dece mber 3 Dec ember 1 0  Dec ember 1 7 Dece mber 2 4 December 31  

Carol Hart  
Scott Chase Doug Hart  John Hart (Reg. service) 

Carol Hart  (Christmas 
Eve) 

Roberta Cerniglia 

January 7  January 14  January 21  January 28   

Dyan Wapnick Margo Jackson Jim Petrie  Roberta Cerniglia  

 

Communion:   December ï Linda Wendover  
 

Session Meeting s: 1st Tuesday of the month                                                                                                    

Next Session Meeting: Tuesday 12/ 5/17 @ 7 pm                                                       
 

SESSION : Kathy Bartles, Bob Clinch, Jeanne Valentine-Chase, Scott Chase, Doug Hart, Jim Jackson,  
and Linda Wendover.  

Treasurer:  Scott Chase 

Clerk of Session:  Kathy Bartles 

Moderator: Pastor Carol Miller  

DEACONS:  Ronnie Brenner-Walsh, Lynne Clinch, Dora Hage, Carol Hart, and John Hart.  

Deacon Schedule:   
1st Sunday: John Hart  
2nd Sunday: Carol Hart 
3rd Sunday: Lynne Clinch 
4th Sunday: Dora Hage 
5th Sunday: as needed 
 
Nov. and Dec.: Marva Blackmar covering 3rd Sunday. Dora Hage covering Dec. 10. 
Jan. ï March: Jim Jackson covering 3rd Sunday. 
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Pastor Carolôs 10th Anniversary at First United Presbyterian Church  
                                                                  November 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turkey Dinner  

We would like to thank everyone who helped with our Annual Turkey Dinner. This dinner is a major 

fundraising event and it takes the commitment of all our congregation to roast and carve turkeys, make pies, 

donate pantry items, help with the packing of takeout dinners, serve in the dining room, and clean up at the 

end. This year we served 114 take-outs, 94 dining room, and grossed over $3000.00 from ticket sales and 

donations. After expenses, which include the purchase of turkeys, beans, etc. at Peck's Market, gravy base 

from Ginsbergs, and takeout boxes from webrestaurant.com, we netted approximately $2300.00. 

 

Special thanks go to Carol Hart, Ticket Chairperson; Marva Blackmar, Dining Room Chairperson; Ken 

Blackmar and son in law Jeff who stay in the kitchen until the last pan is washed and dried; our high school 

volunteers; Judy Parliman, who donated $250.00; and especially to Pastor Carol who helps with peeling 

potatoes in the morning, helps with take-outs mid-afternoon and then stays until the end providing help in 

the kitchen!   

 

Thanks again! 

Dyan Wapnick and Jeanne Valentine-Chase, Co-Chairs 
 

Thank you to Carol and John Hart for decorating the sanctuary so beautifully for Advent and Christmas.            

Please leave Christmas flower donations in the kitchen the week before Christmas with your name and who 

they are in memory of. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for 

making my Tenth Anniversary 

as Pastor so meaningful and for 

all the birthday wishes as well! 

Thank you for your love and 

support.  

 

Love, Carol 
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    By Lynne Clinch 

Cookies, Cookies, Cookies 

Itôs that time of year again when we think about baking all those sweets 

that are associated with the Christmas Holidays.  I personally bake 

dozens of 6-8 varieties.  I have files of cookie recipes and always try to 

add a new one to the mix.  The kinds of cookies chosen are based on 

what my family likes.  They all have their favorites and I try to 

accommodate them.    

 

 

 

This is my game plan: 

 Make a list of cookies to make 

 Check ingredients and shop for whatôs missing or needed 

 Pick 2 consecutive days several weeks before needed 

 Pull all ingredients out on counter. 

 Put extra flour and sugar on table for ease if needed 

 Fix small garbage bag close by to use (saves steps to garbage can) 

 Get dinner meal started in crockpot 

             And lastly, get out baggies or small storage bags to refrigerate dough overnight. 

 

I spend the day making all my doughs and put them in refrigerator to chill.  The next morning I pull out 2 

doughs at a time and start the baking process.  When possible I use various sprinkles to decorate saving 

time with the frosting all of them.  Over the years Iôve changed to glazing the cut out cookies and then use 

colored sugars or decorating frosting to embellish.  This cookie usually takes a third day to complete but I 

have a great recipe from a Dietitian friend and it is well worth the time and energy. 

Sour Cream Sugar Cookies 

350 oven, 10-12 minutes 

1 C. shortening                1 t. baking soda 

1 ¾ C. sugar    4 ½ C. flour 

2 eggs     2 t. baking powder 

2 t. vanilla    ¼ t. salt 

1 C. sour cream 

 

Cream together the sugar, shortening and eggs.  Add the vanilla and sour cream.  Combine the dry 

ingredients and gradually add to egg mixture until combined.  Chill.  Roll out to ¼ inch thickness then cut 

with cookie cutters.  Place similar size cookies only on baking sheet for even baking.  Makes 3-4 dozen 

(depends on size of cutters). Proceed to decorate as previously mentioned. 

Looking for short cuts?  Start with a cake mix!  Add 1/3 cup oil, 1 t. vanilla and 2 eggs.  Mix well and chill.  

Roll into size of small walnut, roll in sugar and bake in 350 oven 10 min.  Vary the flavorings; add chopped 

nuts or chips vary the flavors of cake mix and experiment.  Look up additional recipes online.  Ice with 

tinted frosting. 

Iôve made the following cookie in the past but itôs time consuming and very rich.  It does look nice on a 

cookie tray especially if giving as gift.  It came from the Culinary Institute of America. 
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Pecan Diamonds 

1 ½ c. flour    ½ t. baking powder  1 egg 

¼ t. salt                 ¼ t. vanilla   5 T. butter 

5 T. sugar    3 T. shortening 

 

Beat sugar, butter, shortening.  Add egg and vanilla and beat well.  Add dry ingredients and stir until a ball forms.  

With floured hands spread the dough into a jelly roll pan (15 x 10) Freeze 30 minutes.  Prick the bottom and bake in 

375 degree oven for 10 minutes only.  DO NOT BROWN.  Remove from oven and reset to 350 degrees.  Make the 

filling  

1 c. butter   ½ c. honey 

¼ c. sugar   1 ¼ c. packed brown sugar 

¼ c. heavy cream  4 c. chopped pecans 

 

Heat to the boiling point the butter, honey, and both sugars.  DO NOT STIR.  Remove from heat and add nuts and 

cream.  Mix well.  Spread evenly over the shortbread crust.  Bake an additional 35 min.  Cool well.  Cut into 1 ½ 

inch strips and then diagonally at 2 inch intervals to form the diamond shape.  Makes 4 dozen.  If interested each 

cookie is 175 calories. 

Wishing you all the best of holidays. 

Addendum:   I apologize but I did forget to give you the recipe for make your own apple spice in the November 

newsletter.  Itôs very simpleé.take 3 T. ground cinnamon, 1 tsp. each nutmeg and cardamom, İ tsp. ground ginger 

and ¼ tsp. allspice.  Mix thoroughly and store in airtight container.  

 

 

Stewardship 
 

Dear Members and Friends of our Church, 

 

We are inviting you to participate in our annual stewardship appeal. 

Stewardship means caring for someone or something  

as a shepherd does for his flock or as parents do for their children. So too the 

church needs nurturing and caring for it to remain a viable force in our lives and our community. Our church 

continues its long tradition as a positive influence in this community. Our Sunday School is growing, our fund 

raising dinners are well attended, and our worship services are comforting and thought provoking as well as 

invigorating with the enthusiasm of our new organist and choir. Our minister, Pastor Carol Miller, is the only 

minister who actually lives in Pine Plains and therefore often acts as our community pastor. We invite you to join 

with us in support of this important community asset. There are no dues or fees. All giving is voluntary and strictly 

confidential. Your pledge is only an estimate of what you can give, not a required amount. Please give what you can 

to keep the important work of the Presbyterian Church active in the Pine Plains area.  

 

With sincere thanks, 

The Stewardship Committee 
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During the coming month, please remember the following people in your daily prayers: the family of Deb Pomeroy whose 

sister Kim passed away, the family of Susan Robinson, the family of Matt Sherlach (Carl Bartlesô house mate), the family of 

Helen Dean, the family of Russell Hoysradt, the Thomas family, the family of Alice Filippini, our pastor, our congregation, all 

our children, our loved ones, and all of those who have lost loved ones in the past year. 
 

At home: Gregg Pulver, Cindy and Roberta, Kathy Bartles, LeeAnn Raybon (Cindy and Roberta), Cookie Pecorella, Erik 

Lindmark, Andy Babcock, Alyce Larkin, Peggy Hart, Mark (Laura Clark), Dave Dennis (Laura Clark), Ray and Kathy Enright, 

Chrissy McBeth, Ben Curtis (Linda Wendover), Bill Hendrickson (Lynne Clinchôs brother), Bridget and Aylee, Tina Brunow 

(Cindy and Roberta), Dave Groom and family, Dave Filipe, Bev VanVoorhis, Joe Imperato, Steve Bracey, Lauranne Oliver, 

Melissa Kay McKinney (Cindy and Roberta), Marge and Bill Palmer, Jeanette Finkle, Harriet AôBrial, Marietta (Linda 

Rosado's daughter), Arlene Brower, Whitney and family (Susan), Chun Ok Blackie (Jim and Margo Jacksonôs sister-in-law),  

Caitlin Edge (Deb), Daniel Hegarty III, Elaine Hage, Joann Amelio, Jen (Linda Wendover), Kim Bloodgood, Virginia Kemp, 

Mort Jackson, Luane Ballantine, Ruth Hart, Mary Douglass, Marge Chase, Debra Rose, the family of Georges St. Laurent, 

Laura Dennis, Trudie Wilson, Marge (Laurie), the family of Lizzie Burger, Marjorie Bright, Lisa Spear, Karen Lane (Marva), 

Judy MacMorran (Barbara Gurbelôs daughter), Debbie (Laurie), Helen Robinson, Shirley and Waldy MacPherson, Mary Lou 

Jenson, Brittany, Debbie Kinney, Mary and Tom Briggs, Lottye Kate (Barbara Gurbel's great-granddaughter), Jennie Clark, 

Mikayla Clark. 

At Thompson House: George Dennis 

At The Wesley Community (in Saratoga): Pete Robinson 

At The Manor at Woodside:  Helen Travis and Rod Davis  

At Noble Horizons: Rev. Herb Day                                                                                                                                                        

At Geer Village: Dorothy Miller and Phyllis Ronner. (77 South Canaan Rd., Canaan, Ct. 06018) 

At Sharon Health Care Center: Marion Doyle, Vinny Masarelli, Eleanor Goldsmith 

At The Pines: Muriel Swart (2405 15th Street, Troy, NY 12180) 

At the Baptist Home: Mary Jo Glozier 

 
In the military or Reserves: Zane King (South Korea), Keith Jackson (Saudi Arabia), Lewis and Denzel Jackson (Keith 

Jacksonôs sons), Garrett Cummings, Daniele Casazza, Kyle Moskowitz, Matt Cade, Zach McDonnell - Reserves, John Cort, 

Mark Hall (serving in Afghanistan), Jacob Coons, Danny Hoysradt, Brian Montross, Nathaniel Chase - Reserves (Marge's 

grandson), Dylan Humbert (Troi and Coleôs brother), Eric Wiltsie (Tom and Renee Strudwickôs nephew). 

 

And all those who have served in our military. 
 

 

 

Share a Blessing!  
 

Next issue:   Submission deadline:    Send submissions to:   
January 2018            December 25, 2017                        dyanwapnick@optimum.net 

 

Pine Plains Food Locker:   
The monthly drive item for December is cereal.  

Toiletries are always welcomed.  

Please send $ donations to the Pine Plains Food Locker  

2852 Church Street Pine Plains, NY 12567 

mailto:dyanwapnick@optimum.net


Page 8 Agape Harvest December 2017 

 

 

 

 


