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Agape Harvest
First United
Presbyterian Church
of Pine Plains
3039 Church Street,
P. O. Box 313,
Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: (518) 398-7117

To know the love of
Christ; to show the
love of Christ; and to
grow in the love of
Christ.


All are welcome to
join us at our weekly
Sunday worship
service at 11:00
a.m.



Church School and
childcare are
available during the
worship service.



Join us for the
warmth of coffee
hours and fellowship
following most
weekly worship
services.



Pastor Carol’s office
hours are by
appointment.
Please call her at
(518) 697-0025
(home), (845) 2353569 (cell) or (518)
398-7117 (church
office).

From Your Pastor:
Dear friends,
Wind, breath, Spirit. In the Bible, in the Old and
New Testaments, the Hebrew and Greek words
for these three words are the same. Our
breathing means we are alive. Jesus breathes the
Holy Spirit upon his disciples after his
resurrection to give them the new life and
power they will need to proclaim the gospel and
give life to the body of Christ, the Church. The
Holy Spirit comes upon the believers on the day
of Pentecost like a mighty wind.
Mark DeHaan says imagine a world without
wind. Our lakes would be calm and stagnant
and it would take ages for the leaves to fall from
the trees. We normally think of trees falling due
to strong winds but that is not necessarily the
case. Mr. DeHaan relates that in still air in a
three-acre glass dome in the Arizona desert
called Biosphere 2, trees within the huge
windless bubble grew faster than normal until
suddenly they collapsed under their own
weight. Project researchers realized these trees
needed strong wind stress to grow strong.
One night when Jesus and his disciples were out
on the Sea of Galilee, Jesus was asleep in the
stern. A storm blew up and the powerful winds
and waves put the disciples in a panic. They
woke Jesus and he stilled the storm, a sign of
his true identity as the Son of God. There are

two important points here. First, we
need the winds of life to make us
stronger. It is when we experience the
storms of life and come through them
to the other side that we are
strengthened. Secondly, it is often
when we go through these tumultuous
times that we call upon the Lord and
receive his strength. The wind with
our faith brings us to a more deeply
rooted and fruitful place.
At times the idea of life in a protective
bubble might sound comforting but
we need the wind, we sometimes need
the storms of life to become stronger
in faith and in life.
With love in Christ,
Carol
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Upcoming Events, Notices

February 2017

* Events dates & times subject to change

All meetings/events in the Fellowship Hall unless stated otherwise.

February 2017
Session Mtg.: Tuesday Feb. 7 at 7 pm.
Bible Study: Thursdays at 7 pm (except Feb. 9 and 16 while Pastor Carol is away).
Women’s Assoc. Mtg.: Thursday Feb. 9 from 1-2 pm.
Council of Churches Mtg: Monday Feb. 27 at noon. Note change in date!
Pastor Carol will be on vacation from February 8 until February 19. Rev. Jan Brooks will be
covering the pulpit on Feb. 12 and 19, as well as any emergencies.

Looking Ahead
Ash Wednesday is March 1.
March 5 is International Women’s Day. The Women’s Assoc. is planning a special service that day.
Annual Corned Beef Dinner on March 11 at 6 pm. See flyer.
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Stewardship
Dear Members and Friends of our Church,
We are inviting you to participate in our annual stewardship
appeal. Stewardship means caring for someone or something
as a shepherd does for his flock or as parents do for their children. So too the church needs
nurturing and caring for it to remain a viable force in our lives and our community.
Our church continues its long tradition as a positive influence in this community. Our Sunday
School is growing, our fund raising dinners are well attended, and our worship services are
comforting and thought provoking as well as invigorating with the enthusiasm of our new organist
and choir. Our minister, Pastor Carol Miller, is the only minister who actually lives in Pine Plains
and therefore often acts as our community pastor.
We invite you to join with us in support of this important community asset. There are no dues or
fees. All giving is voluntary and strictly confidential. Your pledge is only an estimate of what you
can give, not a required amount. Please give what you can to keep the important work of the
Presbyterian Church active in the Pine Plains area.
With sincere thanks,
The Stewardship Committee

Scriptural Stewardship Thoughts
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all
your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing,
and your vats will brim over with new wine. Proverbs 3:9
“Consider carefully what you hear”, Jesus continued. “With the measure you
use, it will be measured to you – and even more. Whoever has will be given
more; whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”
Mark 4:24-25
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Servants’ Calendar

February 2017

Liturgist Schedule February 2017 – March 2017
Feb. 5

Feb. 12

Feb. 19

Feb. 26

Scott Chase

Jim Petrie

Dyan Wapnick

Carol Hart

March 5

March 12

March 19

March 26

Doug Hart

Linda
Bartolomeo

Jim Petrie

John Hart

Communion: February – Jim Jackson
Session Meetings: 1st Tuesday of the month
Next Session Meeting: Tuesday 2/7/17 @ 7 pm
SESSION: Kathy Bartles, Bob Clinch, Jeanne Valentine-Chase, Scott Chase, Doug Hart, Jim Jackson,
and Linda Wendover.

Treasurer: Scott Chase
Clerk of Session: Kathy Bartles
Moderator: Pastor Carol Miller
DEACONS: Ronnie Brenner-Walsh, Lynne Clinch, Dora Hage, Carol Hart, and John Hart.
Deacon Schedule: (may change)
1st Sunday: John Hart
2nd Sunday: Carol Hart
3rd Sunday: Lynne Clinch
4th Sunday: Dora Hage
5th Sunday as needed: Ronnie Brenner-Walsh

Lenten Meditations
We’re inviting parishioners to write meditations for each day of the Lenten season. There is a signup
sheet in the Fellowship Hall. Dyan needs your meditations by Friday, Feb. 24. For those of
you on the Web, a good website to reference the scripture readings is Biblegateway.com: as a suggestion,
we use the New International Version (NIV) of the Bible for our worship services. What you write does
not even need to be a reflection of the scripture lesson for that day: you can share a personal story, or a
poem – anything that has a special meaning for Lent and for you. A link to the signup sheet is also on
our church’s website to help facilitate your lookup of the scripture readings online:
http://pineplainspresbyterianchurch.com/worship_services.
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By Lynne Clinch
Slow Cooker “Dump”
It is as it says! Utilize your slow cooker to its full potential. This
work horse can make your life less stressful after a day at work or
shopping or after school activity with the family. All it takes is
some simple planning and skillful shopping. We all shop food sales
so stock up on the protein and pantry items when it goes on sale.
Prepare it for the freezer in appropriate meal sizes.
All can be placed in crockpot frozen except most types of fish. That can be left to defrost and added while
you make the salad and set the table. Easy peasy as the saying goes.
For example: when boneless chicken breasts go on sale buy family pack. When home take each breast and
with a sharp knife butterfly each, pound out into cutlet and freeze in portion size. Lay flat in freezer and
stack. You don’t need to butterfly all the breasts or can buy a second package and freeze each breast
separately for other uses. Don’t forget to label. When ground meat goes on sale buy 5-10 pounds. That’s not
really a lot and you can handle the processing at home. Take some and make a meatloaf or two. Pack raw
and freeze. Take some and make meatballs, cook (I use oven), cool then freeze. Make patties or chop steak
portions or freeze in 1 pound packages for later use. Of course all this takes time but think of the money you
are saving. I think you get the picture.
On “crazy days” you now have all the fixings for a meal that can be ready for the family in no time. Enter the
slow cooked dump dinner. In the morning just put everything in the crockpot, turn it on and it is ready when
you get home.

Country ribs --- 4 servings
2-3 #s country style ribs
Salt & pepper
1 medium onion coarsely chop
¾ cup water
About 8-10 small red potatoes, halved
1 garlic clove crushed
4 carrots cut in 1 inch pieces
3 ribs celery sliced
1 can cream of mushroom soup undiluted
Season the meat and place in pot. Add all the remaining ingredients. Turn on low and cook 8 hours.
Remove the meat and veggies, skim the fat then whisk the soup in and turn up to high. Add all the
meat/veggies back and heat. Takes 15-30 minutes. Cover the pot with lid through all cooking phases.

Chicken and Mushrooms --- 4 servings
4 chicken breasts, can be frozen
1 cup water
1 envelope onion mushroom soup mix
1 medium onion coarsely chopped
½ # sliced baby portabellas
4 garlic cloves minced
2 cups frozen peas, thawed
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Put all except the peas in crockpot. Cover and cook on low 8 hours if chicken is frozen. Stir in the peas and
heat about 10 minutes more. Add a starch and salad to complete the meal if desired.
This list of recipes would not be complete if a pasta were not included. I was just reading about a new way to
do a baked pasta dish. You know yourself that there is a definite tendency to overcook the pasta so it comes
out “mushy”. This method has you soaking the pasta in salted hot water for about 45 minutes, draining then
using. So I thought this would work in a crockpot recipe. I have to admit, I’ve not tried it so if someone is
brave enough to do so let me know how it works out. The following recipe calls for uncooked pasta.

Easy Crockpot Baked Ziti
2 (25oz) jars prepared pasta sauce or your own homemade sauce if available
1 pound penne pasta
1 to 2 cups parmesan (your preference)
15 oz. ricotta cheese
1 cup mozzarella shredded
2 eggs
extra sauce
1/3 cup fresh basil
In small bowl mix ricotta, eggs, parmesan cheese and basil. In larger bowl put the pasta and sauce. Mix up.
Add cheese mixture and combine. Pour in crockpot. Should be loose mixture. If not add more sauce. Cover
and cook on high for 2-3 hours or low for 6-8 hours. Top with the shredded mozzarella and add extra
parmesan too if desired. Cover and cook until the cheese melts. This gives you time to make the garlic bread
and call all to the table. Great dish for halftime of super bowl game or living room tailgate prior to game.
Can add ground meat or cubed chicken (uncooked) or shredded rotisserie chicken too for variation. Sliced
sausage would be good also or any combination you can come up with. I think I would add peppers and
chopped onions to the mix as well. Like I said…easy peasy! Use your imagination and happy cooking.
Next month---a continuation of crockpot cooking.

Did you know these famous quotes come from the Bible?
“A House Divided Against Itself”: In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells an impudent crowd, “Every kingdom divided
against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand.” However, the
phrase didn’t enter the modern lexicon until it was quoted by Abraham Lincoln in his famous nomination acceptance
speech of 1858. Addressing the contentious issue of slavery in the United States, he told an audience of Republican
politicians that “a house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure, permanently
half slave and half free.”

“Escape By the Skin of One’s Teeth”: This is one of the many proverbs that owe their origin to the colorful
language of the Book of Job. The tormented hero Job is complaining about his woes. He has become, he says, so
emaciated that “my bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh, and I am escaped with the skin of my teeth.” The
proverbial meaning is that he has missed death by a tiny margin – as narrow as the (nonexistent) skin on a person’s
teeth. But biblical scholars have argued endlessly about what the phrase originally signified. Some argue for a more
literal interpretation: Afflicted with sores from head to toe, Job is left with only the thin porcelain “skin” of his teeth
unblemished.
(from the book “Amen To That!: The Amazing Way the Bible Influences Our Everyday Language” by Ferdie Addis)
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To All Who Have Lost Loved Ones: the family of Jordyn Torrey Augello, the family of Betty McGhee, the Hubert
and Eisermann families (fatal car accident)
At home: Dorothy Whitaker, Val Luckenbill (Christa), Melissa Kay McKinney (Cindy and Roberta), Marge and Bill
Palmer, Rosie McGhee, Jeanette Finkle, Harriet A’Brial, Paul Koppenhaver, Betty Clinch, Eliza Petrie, Bridget,
Marietta (Linda Rosado's daughter), Arlene Brower, Martha Imperato & family, Whitney and family (Susan), Chun
Ok Blackie (Jim and Margo Jackson’s sister-in-law), Helen Deane (Pastor Carol’s cousin), Dave Groom and family,
Kim (Deb Pomeroy’s sister), Jim and Bev (Betty), Caitlin Edge (Deb), Daniel Hegarty III, Elaine Hage, Joann
Amelio, Jen (Linda Wendover), Kim Bloodgood, Virginia Kemp, Mort Jackson, Bob Metzer, Luane Ballantine,
Chris Eastwood, Ruth Hart, Mary Douglass, Marge Chase, Debra Rose, the family of Georges St. Laurent, Laura
and George Dennis, Trudie Wilson, Marge (Laurie), Marianne Groeling, the family of Lizzie Burger, Marjorie
Bright, Lisa Spear, Karen Lane (Marva), Bridget and Aylee, Judy MacMorran (Barbara Gurbel’s daughter), Debbie
(Laurie), Pete and Helen Robinson, Shirley and Waldy MacPherson, Mary Lou Jenson, Barbara Strudwick, Dave
Dennis (Laura Clark), Brittany, Debbie Kinney, Tracey Bowser (Jannet Watson), Mary and Tom Briggs, Betty
Chestney, Lottye Kate (Barbara Gurbel's great-granddaughter), April Leonard, Jennie Clark, Mikayla Clark.
At Albany Medical Center: Aurora
At UCLA Medical Center: Ted Bartles
At The Manor at Woodside: Helen Travis and Rod Davis
At Noble Horizons: Rev. Herb Day
At Geer Village: Dorothy Miller and Phyllis Ronner. (77 South Canaan Rd., Canaan, Ct. 06018)
At Sharon Health Care Center: Marion Doyle, Vinny Masarelli
At The Pines: Muriel Swart (2405 15th Street, Troy, NY 12180)
At the Baptist Home: Mary Jo Glozier
In the military or Reserves: Brandon Gray (serving in Korea), Garrett Cummings, Daniele Casazza, Kyle Moskowitz,
Matt Cade, Zach McDonnell - Reserves, John Cort, Mark Hall, Jacob Coons, Danny Hoysradt, Brian Montross,
Nathaniel Chase - Reserves (Marge's grandson), Dylan Humbert (Troi and Cole’s brother), Eric Wiltsie (Tom and
Renee Strudwick’s nephew).
And all those who have served in our military.

Pine Plains Food Locker :
The monthly drive item for February is toilet paper.
Toiletries are always welcomed.
Please send $ donations to the Pine Plains Food Locker
2852 Church Street Pine Plains, NY 12567
Share a Blessing!
Next issue:
March 2017

Submission deadline:
February 25, 2017

Send submissions to:
dyanwapnick@optimum.net
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