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Agape Harvest
First United
Presbyterian Church
of Pine Plains
3039 Church Street,
P. O. Box 313,
Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: (518) 398-7117

To know the love of
Christ; to show the
love of Christ; and to
grow in the love of
Christ.
•

All are welcome to
join us at our weekly
Sunday worship
service at 11:00
a.m.

•

Church School and
childcare are
available during the
worship service.

•

Join us for the
warmth of coffee
hours and fellowship
following most
weekly worship
services.

•

Pastor Carol’s office
hours are by
appointment.
Please call her at
(518) 697-0025
(home), (845) 2353569 (cell) or (518)
398-7117 (church
office).
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From Your Pastor:
Maybe you’ve heard this prayer:
Dear Lord, I’m having a good day
so far. I haven’t lied, cheated,
cursed or lost my temper. But
I’m about to get out of bed, and
then I’m really going to need
your help.
We laugh, at least in part, because
we see ourselves in these words. As
soon as we open our eyelids on most
mornings, the Adversary’s (Satan)
temptations bombard us with
machine-gun rapidity:
Show them hate! Get irate!
Desecrate! Yes, berate! Yell at
mate! Stay too late! Don’t
create! Make them wait!
Incriminate!
Can you relate? Knowing where we
are most vulnerable, the Adversary,
attacks those areas of our lives and
faith intensely. He sets traps, some
obvious, but some very hidden.
In Psalm 31:1-5, David gives some
wonderfully appropriate words to
pray when we are tempted:
In you, O Lord, I have taken refuge; let
me never be put to shame; deliver me in
your righteousness. Turn your ear to
me, come quickly to my rescue; be my
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rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me.... For
the sake of your name lead and guide me. Free me
from the trap that is set for me, for you are my
refuge. Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem
me, O Lord, the God of truth.

David trusted the Lord to surround and protect
him when he was tempted. He trusted God
could keep him from the shame of his own
weakness. He asked that God would be his
lifeline, the fortress that would keep him.
We ask the same things as we pray in the Lord’s
Prayer, “Deliver us from evil.” We can’t defeat
temptation on our own, so we ask
Jesus to deliver us from the traps set for us by
the Adversary, society, and our own sinful
selves. Our Savior leads, as David prays, safely
round them. Sometimes, though, we forget our
weakness, ignore God’s promised help, or
deliberately walk into sin. Even then, our Lord
comes after us. He gives us his gifts of
repentance and faith. When we fail, he forgives.
Something to think about as we approach Lent,
beginning with Ash Wednesday (2/14/18), the
season of penitence.
With love,
Carol
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Upcoming Events, Notices
* Events dates & times subject to change

All meetings/events in the Fellowship Hall unless stated otherwise.
Bible Study: Thursdays at 7 pm.
Session Mtg: Tuesday Feb. 6 at 7 pm.
Women’s Assoc.: Thursday Feb. 8 at 1:00 pm.
Council of Churches: Friday Feb. 16 at 10:30 am at St Anthony’s Church.
Ash Wednesday Service: Feb. 14 at 7:00 pm. Service with Holy Communion and ashes.
There will be a memorial service here for Pete Robinson on Saturday Feb. 24. at 1:00 pm with refreshments to
follow at the firehouse. Helen’s address is:
Ms. Helen Robinson
Apt. 4
168 Bulson Rd.
Greenwich, NY 12834

Lenten Meditations
As we did last year, we’re inviting parishioners to write meditations for each day of the Lenten season. There is a
signup sheet in the Fellowship Hall and we’d like to encourage everyone to participate, with more than one
meditation per person if possible. For those of you on the Web, a good website to reference the scripture readings is
Biblegateway.com: as a suggestion, we use the New International Version (NIV) of the Bible for our worship
services. What you write does not even need to be a reflection of the scripture lesson for that day: you can share a
personal story, or a poem – anything that has a special meaning for Lent and for you. A link to the signup sheet will
also be posted on our church’s website to help facilitate your lookup of the scripture readings online:
http://pineplainspresbyterianchurch.com/worship_services.
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Servants’ Calendar
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Liturgist February - March 2018

February 4

February 11

February 18

February 25

Carol Hart

John Hart

Scott Chase

Doug Hart

March 4

March 11

March 18

March 25

Dyan Wapnick

Margo Jackson

Jim Petrie

Roberta Cerniglia

Communion: February – Jeanne Valentine-Chase
March – Linda Wendover
Session Meetings: 1st Tuesday of the month
Next Session Meeting: Tuesday 2/6/18 @ 7 pm
SESSION: Kathy Bartles, Bob Clinch, Jeanne Valentine-Chase, Scott Chase, Jim Jackson,
and Linda Wendover.

Treasurer: Scott Chase
Clerk of Session: Kathy Bartles
Moderator: Pastor Carol Miller
DEACONS: Roberta Cerniglia, Lynne Clinch, Dora Hage, Carol Hart, and John Hart.
Deacon Schedule:

1st Sunday: John Hart
2nd Sunday: Carol Hart
3rd Sunday: Lynne Clinch
4th Sunday: Dora Hage
5th Sunday: as needed
Jan. – March: Jim Jackson covering 3rd Sunday.
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Winter time soups
While looking up recipes for this article I found that the month of January is
the national month of homemade soups. Not only that BUT February 4 th is the
national day of homemade soup. That day, Feb. 4th rang a bell with me, and
with nothing wrong with either my short term or long term memory (although
Bob may disagree) I remember it being the Super Bowl. A date that any
football fan recognizes. With that in mind I give you the winter soup recipe
guide.
By Lynne Clinch
I may be in Florida but I know what the temperatures have been at home. When it’s that cold there is nothing better
than a pot of made from scratch soup. One of the recipe sites I get daily had copycat soup recipes. So I thought I’d
pass one from the Olive Garden along. If you like their Pasta Faggioli then this one is for you.

Hearty Pasta Faggioli
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 pounds ground beef
6 cans (14-1/2 ounces each) beef broth
2 cans (28 ounces each) diced tomatoes, undrained
2 jars (26 ounces each) spaghetti sauce
3 large onions, chopped
8 celery ribs, diced
3 medium carrots, sliced
2 cups canned cannellini beans, rinsed and drained
2 cups canned kidney beans, rinsed and drained
3 teaspoons minced fresh oregano or 1 teaspoon dried oregano
2-1/2 teaspoons pepper
1-1/2 teaspoons hot pepper sauce
8 ounces uncooked medium pasta shells
5 teaspoons minced fresh parsley

In a large stockpot, cook beef over medium heat until no longer pink; drain. Add broth, tomatoes, spaghetti sauce,
onions, celery, carrots, beans, oregano, pepper and pepper sauce. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, covered, 30
minutes. Add pasta and parsley; simmer, covered, 10-14 minutes or until pasta is tender. Yield: 24 servings (7-1/2
quarts).
I have cut and pasted the recipe as written so you can see it makes quite a bit. Options are to cut it in half or make it
as written and freeze half. Of course, if having a super bowl party you may need the whole thing. Add bread sticks,
crusty bread or croutons and a tossed green salad and you have a winner! With snacks before and maybe something
sweet following it will be a touchdown.
Of course fixing something in a slow cooker would be ideal. With the above recipe carrying some spice, a new take
on chicken noodle soup might just be the answer. It’s called chicken zoodle soup and looks quite tasty. I haven’t
made this but plan too. You can use Dutch oven or crockpot. Just adjust the cooking time.

Chicken Zoodle Soup
Put the following ingredients together and cook until tender:
1 T. olive oil
1 large onion, diced
2 carrots sliced
3 celery stalks sliced
1 tsp. fresh thyme (1/2 tsp. dried)
½ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. pepper
3 cloves garlic finely chopped

Add these ingredients and bring to boil then reduce to simmer and cook
until vegetables are tender.
2 cartons chicken broth (64 oz. total)
2 c. shredded chicken (freshly cooked or deli rotisserie)
2 medium zucchini spiralized or cut into small dice
TIP: Cut spiralized zucchini into smaller pieces so it’s easier to eat.
Chopped parsley if desired
Adjust seasonings if needed and your second soup is ready.
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Need something sweet. Got the answer. In fact you may see this at a church coffee hour in the near future. Semi homemade
and easy to do.

Peach Slab Pie
24 servings
1 box refrigerated pie crusts brought to room temperature. Roll out, one on top of the other to fit 17x12 inch rectangle cookie
sheet with sides. Bring up the sides and crimp the edges. Next take 9 cups *frozen peaches, defrosted and drained well and put
in bowl.
Add ¾ c. brown sugar, 2 T. lemon juice, ¼ c. cornstarch
Mix well and spoon into the uncooked pie shell spreading evenly. The last step is taking a roll of sugar cookie dough and
cutting the package in half. Keep half for later use. Pinch off pieces of remaining dough and scatter over the peaches. Pop
into preheated 375 degree oven for 55 to 60 minutes. Crust will be golden and filling bubbling. Cool at least 45 minutes, cut
and serve. Garnish with whipped cream or add ice cream.
*usually 4-10oz. packages. Check your labels.
As I finish this recipe I realize you can use whatever fruit you desire. Just remember to have 9 cups. This would be good with
a mixture of blueberries and peaches. A hearty soup can be your meal. Tasty and economical to the budget. And who doesn’t
like a homemade soup….

Stewardship
Dear Members and Friends of our Church,
We are inviting you to participate in our annual stewardship appeal.
Stewardship means caring for someone or something
as a shepherd does for his flock or as parents do for their children. So too the church needs
nurturing and caring for it to remain a viable force in our lives and our community. Our church
continues its long tradition as a positive influence in this community. Our Sunday School is
growing, our fund raising dinners are well attended, and our worship services are comforting and
thought provoking as well as invigorating with the enthusiasm of our new organist and choir. Our
minister, Pastor Carol Miller, is the only minister who actually lives in Pine Plains and therefore
often acts as our community pastor. We invite you to join with us in support of this important
community asset. There are no dues or fees. All giving is voluntary and strictly confidential. Your
pledge is only an estimate of what you can give, not a required amount. Please give what you can to
keep the important work of the Presbyterian Church active in the Pine Plains area.
Note: the per capita apportionment per person for 2018 is $36.00.
With sincere thanks,
The Stewardship Committee
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LENTEN DISCIPLINES
1. Use a devotional guide throughout these 40 days.
2. Send a note to a person or persons who have made a difference in
your life.
3. Make a phone call or visit to someone in need.
4. Pray. Use your personal prayer list or the church prayer list. Pray for
those who are on it.
5. Send a note to someone who is alone or shut-in.
6. If you can save a quarter a day for these 40 days you can make a
$10.00 contribution to help someone in need or a special offering. If
you could save $1.00 a day you could give $40.00 to one Great Hour of
Sharing or another outreach offering of your choice.

February 2018

Presbytery News

Agape Harvest

Page 7

Solarize Our Congregation!
HRP Green has exciting news to share. We have been selected for a Presbyterywide Solarize campaign. The Solarize program is designed to make solar
installations more accessible and affordable through pre-vetted and
competitively selected installers. The Solarize Our Congregation campaign
will begin in February 2018 and will be available to churches in our presbytery, people who attend our churches,
members of congregations nesting in our churches, and others who are connected to our congregations. This is a
time-limited program that will end in June 2018.
We will be working with folks from Solarize Westchester and Abundant Efficiency. There will be two solar installers
chosen - one to work with our northern churches (in Columbia, Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Sullivan and Ulster) and
another to work with our southern churches (in Rockland and Westchester) so that those who decide to put solar on
their buildings can have that done quickly. The solar provider for your area will be sent to your congregation soon.
If you would like to schedule a regional information session at your church or an individual solar assessment at your
home or business contact: kathydean64@gmail.com.

Mission
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Please remember the following people in your daily prayers: the family of Callie I'Anson, the family of Pete Robinson, the family of
Marge Chase, our pastor, our congregation, all our children, our loved ones, and all of those who have lost loved ones in the past
year.
At home: Ariel Wapnick, John Hart, Phil Amelio, Ron Osofsky, Darcy Hay (Linda Wendover), Judy Parliman, Dorothy Whitaker,
Cliff & Eleanor Goldsmith, Lauren (Judy and Ron’s granddaughter), Courtney, Daniel Hegarty III, Gregg Pulver, Cookie
Pecorella, Andy Babcock, Alyce Larkin, Ray and Kathy Enright, Chrissy McBeth, Ben Curtis (Linda Wendover), Bill Hendrickson
(Lynne Clinch’s brother), Bridget and Aylee, Tina Brunow (Cindy and Roberta), Dave Filipe, Bev VanVoorhis, Joe Imperato, Steve
Bracey, Lauranne Oliver, Marge and Bill Palmer, Jeanette Finkle, Harriet A’Brial, Marietta (Linda Rosado's daughter), Arlene
Brower, Whitney and family (Susan), Chun Ok Blackie (Jim and Margo Jackson’s sister-in-law), Caitlin Edge (Deb), Elaine Hage,
Joann Amelio, Jen (Linda Wendover), Kim Bloodgood, Virginia Kemp, Mort Jackson, Luane Ballantine, Ruth Hart, Mary Douglass,
Debra Rose, the family of Georges St. Laurent, Laura Dennis, Trudie Wilson, Marge (Laurie), the family of Lizzie Burger, Marjorie
Bright, Lisa Spear, Karen Lane (Marva), Judy MacMorran (Barbara Gurbel’s daughter), Debbie (Laurie), Helen Robinson, Shirley
and Waldy MacPherson, Mary Lou Jenson, Brittany, Debbie Kinney, Lottye Kate (Barbara Gurbel's great-granddaughter), Jennie
Clark, Mikayla Clark.
At Sharon Hospital: Fannie Place
At Thompson House: George Dennis
At The Wesley Community (in Saratoga): Pete Robinson
At The Manor at Woodside: Helen Travis and Rod Davis
At Noble Horizons: Rev. Herb Day
At Geer Village: Dorothy Miller and Phyllis Ronner
At Sharon Health Care Center: Marion Doyle, Vinny Masarelli.
At The Pines: Muriel Swart
At the Baptist Home: Mary Jo Glozier, Betty Clinch.
In the military or Reserves: Garrett Pendleton (South Korea), Joey Bayne (Afghanistan), Zane King (South Korea), Keith Jackson
(Saudi Arabia), Lewis and Denzel Jackson (Keith Jackson’s sons), Garrett Cummings, Daniele Casazza, Kyle Moskowitz, Matt
Cade, Zach McDonnell - Reserves, John Cort, Mark Hall (serving in Afghanistan), Jacob Coons, Danny Hoysradt, Brian Montross,
Nathaniel Chase - Reserves (Marge's grandson), Dylan Humbert (Troi and Cole’s brother), Eric Wiltsie (Tom and Renee Strudwick’s
nephew).
And all those who have served in our military.

Pine Plains Food Locker:
The monthly drive item for February is toilet paper.
Toiletries are always welcomed.
Please send $ donations to the Pine Plains Food Locker
2852 Church Street Pine Plains, NY 12567

Share a Blessing!
Next issue:

Submission deadline:

Send submissions to:

March 2018

February 25, 2018

dyanwapnick@optimum.net

