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Agape Harvest
First United
Presbyterian Church
of Pine Plains
3039 Church Street,
P. O. Box 313,
Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: (518) 398-7117

To know the love of
Christ; to show the
love of Christ; and to
grow in the love of
Christ.


All are welcome to
join us at our weekly
Sunday worship
service at 11:00
a.m.



Church School and
childcare are
available during the
worship service.



Join us for the
warmth of coffee
hours and fellowship
following most
weekly worship
services.



Pastor Carol’s office
hours are by
appointment.
Please call her at
(518) 697-0025
(home), (845) 2353569 (cell) or (518)
398-7117 (church
office).

From Your Pastor:
Dear friends,

Marvin Williams says "Seeing three large
predatory animals cuddle and play together is
extremely unusual. Yet this precisely what
happens daily in an animal sanctuary in
Georgia." Amazingly in 2001, after months of
neglect and abuse, a lion, a Bengal tiger, and a
black bear were rescued by Noah's Ark Animal
Sanctuary. The assistant director said "We
could have separated them but since they came
to us as kind of a family, we decided to
keep them together." The three animals had
found comfort in each other during their time of
mistreatment, and, despite their differences,
they lived peacefully together. We can't help but
think here of the prophet Isaiah's vision
of the Kingdom of God:
The wolf will live with the lamb, the
leopard will lie down the goat, the calf and
the lion and the yearling together; and a
little child will lead them (Isaiah 11:6).
Isaiah goes on with the amazing account in the
verses following but the point is all creation will
live in peace, meaning shalom, peace, health,
wholeness and harmony with one another.

The calling of our faith is that by the
power of the Holy Spirit, God's
presence with us here and now, we
live in unity with God's gifts of
humility, gentleness, and patience.
These attitudes also allow us to
lovingly bear "with one another in
love" through the common ground we
have in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 4:2).
This way of life certainly isn't easy
but in Christ all things are possible. In
Him, we are reminded when we are
out of line with his love and also
given the means to change.
We are able to help and support one
another letting His light shine even in
the most difficult of circumstances.
With love,
Carol
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Upcoming Events, Notices
* Events dates & times subject to change

All meetings/events in the Fellowship Hall unless stated otherwise.

January 2017
Session Mtg.: Tuesday Jan. 3 at 7 pm.
Bible Study: Thursdays at 7 pm.
Women’s Assoc. Mtg.: Thursday Jan. 12 from 1-2 pm.
Service of Prayer for Christian Unity: January 15 at 7 pm, St. Anthony's. This special service is
sponsored by the Pine Plains Council of Churches. Please come out and help show our Christian love and
unity with one another.
Annual Meeting and Covered Dish Lunch: January 29 after church. Committee chairs: please
have your reports submitted to Dyan by Sunday Jan. 22.

Thank you to all those who helped the women with the Penny
Social on Dec. 3. A special thank you to Bob Clinch, John Hart
and Ken Blackmar, who are always there for us and willing to
do the heavy lifting.
Thank you to everyone who participated in, baked for, and
attended the Christmas Concert on December 11. We had a
free will offering which raised over $300 to be used to offset
the expenses of our new sound system. The new sound system
is installed, thanks to Bob Clinch and Bobbie Lee Couse, and should be a wonderful asset to our worship
and other events held in our lovely sanctuary.

Thank you also to
our Sunday School
children who
participated in our
wonderful pageant
on Dec. 18, “The
Night Before
Christmas”, to their
parents and
families, and to our
director Jen Chase!

January 2017

Stewardship

Agape Harvest

Page 3

Dear Members and Friends of our Church,
We are inviting you to participate in our annual stewardship
appeal. Stewardship means caring for someone or something
as a shepherd does for his flock or as parents do for their children. So too the church needs
nurturing and caring for it to remain a viable force in our lives and our community.
Our church continues its long tradition as a positive influence in this community. Our Sunday
School is growing, our fund raising dinners are well attended, and our worship services are
comforting and thought provoking as well as invigorating with the enthusiasm of our new organist
and choir. Our minister, Pastor Carol Miller, is the only minister who actually lives in Pine Plains
and therefore often acts as our community pastor.
We invite you to join with us in support of this important community asset. There are no dues or
fees. All giving is voluntary and strictly confidential. Your pledge is only an estimate of what you
can give, not a required amount. Please give what you can to keep the important work of the
Presbyterian Church active in the Pine Plains area.
With sincere thanks,
The Stewardship Committee

What is Epiphany?
Epiphany is January 6, the 12th day after Christmas, when we
commemorate the visitation of the three Magi (Kings, or Wise Men) to the
baby Jesus. It is the start of the liturgical season which will bring us all
the way to Ash Wednesday. It is the shorter of the two seasons of
Ordinary Time, bridging Christmas and Lent. The liturgical color is green.
From the Presbyterian Mission Agency website:
The word “epiphany” (from the Greek epiphaneia or theophaneia) means “appearance” or
“manifestation” of God, and has roots in the word for sunrise or dawn. In ancient times, an epiphany
meant either a visible manifestation of a god or the solemn visit of a ruler venerated as a god.
For Christians, Christmas marks the coming of God to us; Epiphany celebrates the appearance of the Lord
in the midst of humanity. The Christmas stories of the birth of Immanuel declare the divine entry;
Epiphany extols the revelation of God to the world in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.
In our celebrations of Christmas and Epiphany we rejoice in the dawning and the arising of Light in
darkness. … Epiphany not only discloses the Savior to the world but also calls the world to show forth
Christ, to be witnesses to God’s true Light. The timeless mystery of the incarnation, God in flesh, leads us
forth to show and tell of Christ as God’s gift of grace and salvation for all persons. Some call this ongoing
epiphany the work of Christmas.
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Liturgist Schedule January 2017 – February 2017
Jan. 1

Jan. 8

Jan. 15

Jan. 22

Jan. 29

Doug Hart

John Hart

Carol Hart

Linda Bartolomeo

Jim Petrie

Feb. 5

Feb. 12

Feb. 19

Feb. 26

Scott Chase

Margo Jackson

Dyan Wapnick

Carol Hart

Communion: January – Kathy Bartles
Session Meetings: 1st Tuesday of the month
Next Session Meeting: Tuesday 1/3/17 @ 7 pm
SESSION: Ed Casazza, Bob Clinch, Doug Hart, Jim Jackson, Jeanne Valentine-Chase,
Dyan Wapnick, and Linda Wendover.

Treasurer: Scott Chase
Clerk of Session: Kathy Bartles
Moderator: Pastor Carol Miller
DEACONS: Marva Blackmar, Dora Hage, Carol Hart, and John Hart.
Deacon Schedule:
1st Sunday: John Hart
2nd Sunday: Carol Hart
3rd Sunday: Marva Blackmar
4th Sunday: Dora Hage

Lenten Meditations
As mentioned last month, we’re inviting parishioners to write meditations for each day of the Lenten
season. There is a signup sheet in the Fellowship Hall and we’d like to encourage everyone to
participate, with more than one meditation per person if possible. For those of you on the Web, a good
website to reference the scripture readings is Biblegateway.com: as a suggestion, we use the New
International Version (NIV) of the Bible for our worship services. What you write does not even need to
be a reflection of the scripture lesson for that day: you can share a personal story, or a poem – anything
that has a special meaning for Lent and for you. A link to the signup sheet is also on our church’s website
to help facilitate your lookup of the scripture readings online:
http://pineplainspresbyterianchurch.com/worship_services.
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By Lynne Clinch
Some Rambling to Start the New Year
I’ve been cooking and baking for a good number of years and even
have a food background and still I have to look up things. Did you
know it takes 14 squares of graham crackers to make 1 cup of crumbs.
Did you know it takes 28 soda crackers or 22 vanilla wafers to make 1
cup of crumbs. It takes 4 cups sifted flour or 2 cups granulated sugar
or 2 ¼ cups packed brown sugar or 3 ½ to 4 cups powdered sugar to
make 1 pound. 1 cup of dry white rice will cook up into 3 cups. 1 cup
of dry macaroni will cook up to measure 2 to 2 ¼ cups. Packaging has
changed on many products so take care when purchasing. Weights
can vary from 12 ounces to 1 pound. That can make you shy 1 cup of
cooked pasta if using the 12 oz. size.
If you watch the cooking shows you’ve heard the
chefs say that grating your own cheese is best,
more economical and better tasting. It takes 4
ounces (that’s ½ of an 8 ounce stick) to make 1
cup of shredded cheese. It just takes a little work
along with a box grater but well worth it. 8
ounce sticks of cheese are well wrapped and
usually have a long life in the refrigerator. Buy
extra when it goes on sale. I usually grate the
whole stick and store the remaining in the
refrigerator. Do the work once to use twice. Did
you know that you can usually reduce the
amount of cheese in a casserole by a third then
sprinkle the top with grated cheese without
effecting taste of the end result... You reduce the
fat content of the finished product.
The New Year is upon us and so are the
resolutions! Bet most of you said you were going
to lose weight or eat healthier. If that is true you
are with the majority of Americans. Eating in a
more healthy way can and does lead to weight
loss. Very simple changes can equal great
rewards. Starting a meatless Monday habit or
incorporating fish into your diet more frequently
can lead to improved cholesterol levels and
weight loss. Just something to think about.
When we visit friends in Tennessee each year we
make a trip to Muddy Pond. That’s the name of
an Amish store located on the edge of a cow
pasture on top of a mountain. Quaint place with
much to offer. I purchased another cook book
(not that I needed one) along with several spices
to use here in Florida. The following recipe is
from that book. I will give to you as written and
make recommendations at the end.

Tennessee Waltzing Chicken
Using a paper bag put ½ c. flour, 1 tsp. each of salt and
paprika, and ½ tsp poultry seasoning and shake to mix.
Add 1 cut up fryer chicken and shake to coat. Using ¾ c.
oil fry chicken until brown on all sides. Remove from pan.
To drippings add ½ c. ketchup, ¼ c. orange juice, 1 T.
honey, 1 tsp. each mustard and Worcestershire sauce.
Simmer 5 minutes. Place chicken in oven proof shallow
pan. Spoon half the sauce over the chicken and bake
uncovered 20 minutes. Spoon remaining sauce on; return
to oven for an additional 20 minutes. Serve with starch
and vegetable.
Now I would suggest using skinless chicken breasts or
thighs. Skip the ¾ cup of oil. Use a tablespoon or two or
cooking spray instead. The fat has now been significantly
reduced. I might also skip the starch to the meal and add a
salad along with the vegetable. I also might add crusty
bread.
Thought I might share some recipes on comfort foods
and/or slow cooker recipes for the next issue. If you have
one to share please pass along. Your help is always
appreciated.
Wishing you all a very Happy New Year!
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To All Who Have Lost Loved Ones: the family of Wallace McCauley.
At home: Paul Koppenhaver, Betty Clinch, Eliza Petrie, Bridget, Marietta (Linda Rosado's daughter), Arlene
Brower, Martha Imperato & family, the Blom family & the Community Church of the Rockies in Grand Lakes, CO
(Susan), Whitney and family (Susan), Chun OK Blackie (Jim and Margo Jackson’s sister-in-law), Helen Deane
(Pastor Carol’s cousin), Louise Woodcock (Linda’s sister-in-law), Ray Wendover, Dave Groom and family, Kim
(Deb Pomeroy’s sister), Jim and Bev (Betty), Caitlin Edge (Deb), Daniel Hegarty III, Elaine Hage, Joann Amelio,
Jen (Linda Wendover), Kim Bloodgood, Virginia Kemp, Mort Jackson, Bob Metzer, Luane Ballantine, Chris
Eastwood, Ruth Hart, Mary Douglass, Marge Chase, Debra Rose, the family of Georges St. Laurent, Laura and
George Dennis, Trudie Wilson, Marge (Laurie), Marianne Groeling, the family of Lizzie Burger, Marjorie Bright,
Lisa Spear, Karen Lane (Marva), Bridget and Aylee, Judy MacMorran (Barbara Gurbel’s daughter), Debbie
(Laurie), Pete and Helen Robinson, Shirley and Waldy MacPherson, Mary Lou Jenson, Barbara Strudwick, Dave
Dennis (Laura Clark), Brittany, Debbie Kinney, Tracey Bowser (Jannet Watson), Mary and Tom Briggs, Betty
Chestney, Lottye Kate (Barbara Gurbel's great-granddaughter), April Leonard, Jennie Clark, Mikayla Clark.
At Albany Medical Center: Harriet A’Brial
At Noble Horizons: Rev. Herb Day
At Geer Village: Dorothy Miller and Phyllis Ronner. (77 South Canaan Rd., Canaan, Ct. 06018)
At Sharon Health Care Center: Marion Doyle, Vinny Masarelli
At The Pines: Muriel Swart (2405 15th Street, Troy, NY 12180)
At the Baptist Home: Mary Jo Glozier
In the military or Reserves: Brandon Gray (serving in Korea), Garrett Cummings, Daniele Casazza, Kyle Moskowitz,
Matt Cade, Zach McDonnell - Reserves, John Cort, Mark Hall, Jacob Coons, Danny Hoysradt, Brian Montross,
Nathaniel Chase - Reserves (Marge's grandson), Dylan Humbert (Troi and Cole’s brother), Eric Wiltsie (Tom and
Renee Strudwick’s nephew).
And all those who have served in our military.

Pine Plains Food Locker :
The monthly drive item for January is canned tuna.
Toiletries are always welcomed.
Please send $ donations to the Pine Plains Food Locker
2852 Church Street Pine Plains, NY 12567
Share a Blessing!
Next issue:
February 2017

Submission deadline:
January 25, 2017

Send submissions to:
dyanwapnick@optimum.net

