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Agape Harvest
First United
Presbyterian Church
of Pine Plains
3039 Church Street,
P. O. Box 313,
Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: (518) 398-7117

To know the love of
Christ; to show the
love of Christ; and to
grow in the love of
Christ.


All are welcome to
join us at our weekly
Sunday worship
service at 11:00
a.m.



Church School and
childcare are
available during the
worship service.



Join us for the
warmth of coffee
hours and fellowship
following most
weekly worship
services.



Pastor Carol’s office
hours are by
appointment.
Please call her at
(518) 697-0025
(home), (845) 2353569 (cell) or (518)
398-7117 (church
office).

From Your Pastor:
Dear Friends,
Dr. Karl Menninger, the famous American
psychiatrist, once gave a lecture on mental
health and was answering questions from
the audience. One man asked, “What would
you advise a person to do if that person felt
a nervous breakdown coming on?”
Everyone there expected him to answer,
“Consult a psychiatrist.” To their
astonishment he replied: Leave your house,
go across the railroad tracks, find someone
who is in need, and do something to help
that person. A visit to a shut-in, a card or a
note to a person can be a tremendous
blessing to them and as Dr. Menninger
pointed out, a blessing to us as well.
Unfortunately, there is no shortage of
human need in our world today. We are
fortunate as Presbyterians and countless
other Christians in our community and
world that there are many ways we can help
those in need. Church World Service is one
of those ways which we just supported
through our Crop Walk. One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS) and other special offerings
provide other opportunities to help as well.

The Presbyterian Hunger
Program, which is a part of
One Great Hour of Sharing,
connects us to impoverished
communities, in the U.S. and
overseas, to spark understanding
about the root causes of hunger
and to inspire collaboration with
those most affected in actions to
address those systematic
obstacles.
As we draw near to Thanksgiving,
remembering all that we have
been given, may we reach out to
those in need in whatever way we
can, remembering that as we show
love to the least of these we show
it unto our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.
With love,
Carol
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Upcoming Events, Notices

November 2016

* Events dates & times subject to change

All meetings/events in the Fellowship Hall unless stated otherwise.

November 2016
Saturday Nov. 5: Turkey Dinner. Take-outs 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm; One seating at 6:00 pm. Sit-down
tickets are $15 for 13 & over; $7 kids 6-12; 5 & under free. All take-outs are $15. Call Carol Hart for tickets
at 518-398-7056 or you can email Jeanne Valentine Chase at jvc_sc@yahoo.com.
Wednesday Nov. 9: Session @ 7 pm. (Note change in day)
Thursday Nov. 3, 10, 17: Bible Study @ 7:00 pm.
Thursday Nov. 10: Women’s Assoc. Mtg. 1-2 pm.
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service: Wednesday Nov. 23 @ 7 pm at the Methodist Church.

Looking Ahead
Saturday Dec. 3: Women’s Penny Social. More info. will be forthcoming.
Sunday Dec. 11: Christmas Concert from 2:00 – 3:30 with various talents from our church.
Sunday Dec. 18: Christmas Pageant during worship.
Saturday Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 10:00 pm.

Thank you to all our
volunteers at our recent
events!

The Take-Out Roast Beef Dinner which was held on September 25 made a profit of $892 for the
furnace fund. A total of 114 delicious meals were purchased. Thank you to Bob Clinch for chairing the
dinner along with our friend Jerry Heiser, and thank you to their helpers Lynne Clinch, Carol and John
Hart, and Marva and Kenny Blackmar.
Crop Walk – The total collected for the crop walk in Pine Plains was $1288.00; $605 of that was
collected from our church. One quarter of the total goes to our local food pantry.
Women’s Bazaar – We made $2,557.50, $780.50 of that was from baked goods and other food items.
The raffles for the quilt and afghan were won by Cheryl McGinnis and John Bilski. The women want to
thank John Hart, Bob Clinch, Bob Couse, Ken Blackmar and Don Bartles for their support. We could
not do what we do without your support! We also want to thank all those that worked during the week
and at the sale, those that baked, those that donated items and of course to those that purchased
items. It is a tiring week for us all but well worth the effort. (Editor: Thanks also to Carol Hart!)
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Stewardship
Dear Members and Friends of our Church,
We are inviting you to participate in our annual stewardship appeal. Stewardship means caring
for someone or something as a shepherd does for his flock or as parents do for their children. So
too the church needs nurturing and caring for it to remain a viable force in our lives and our
community.
Our church continues its long tradition as a positive influence in this community. Our Sunday
School is growing, our fund raising dinners are well attended, and our worship services are
comforting and thought provoking as well as invigorating with the enthusiasm of our new organist
and choir. Our minister, Pastor Carol Miller, is the only minister who actually lives in Pine Plains
and therefore often acts as our community pastor.
We invite you to join with us in support of this important community asset. There are no dues or
fees. All giving is voluntary and strictly confidential. Your pledge is only an estimate of what you
can give, not a required amount. Please give what you can to keep the important work of the
Presbyterian Church active in the Pine Plains area.
With sincere thanks,
The Stewardship Committee
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Presbyterian Disaster Assistance provides help for those impacted by the storm.

Hurricane Matthew has caused death and destruction across the Caribbean and southeastern United States,
including more than 800 dead, thousands injured, and the destruction of communities and crops, especially in
Haiti. Many impacted areas were still recovering from previous flooding and other disasters. Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance (PDA) is supporting the delivery of emergency aid to those impacted, working with our
partners in the ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together) and local staff who had been monitoring the
completion of prior earthquake and hurricane projects.
In Haiti, PDA is leveraging long-standing church partnerships to assess damage and to develop long-term
disaster recovery and rebuilding strategies. Ecumenical partner ACT Alliance has already issued an appeal for
over $1 million to assist relief efforts in Cuba, and is working with partners throughout the Caribbean to
evaluate needs in Jamaica, the Bahamas, and beyond. After immediate needs are addressed, PDA will remain,
drawing upon its strong relationships and effective prior development efforts in the region.
Throughout the southeastern United States, PDA has reached out to pastors and presbytery leaders in areas
impacted by the storm. Extensive flooding and storm surges throughout the region have damaged many homes
and churches. National Response Team members are mobilizing to visit affected presbyteries and to support
local development of disaster response and recovery plans. In the coming weeks, PDA will begin deploying
teams into as many as seven presbyteries and providing assistance to congregations mucking out as the waters
recede.
The needs for the response are great. God’s people are once again called on to stand in the “GAP”—Give.
Act. Pray.
Give: Financial support for relief efforts can be designated for Hurricane Matthew by giving to DR000193. Gifts can be made
online, by phone at (800) 872-3283, or by check, which can be mailed to:

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
P.O. Box 643700
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
Act: Learn how you and your congregation can help families who have lost everything in the devastation. Stay
informed and like us on Facebook, download resources, and share updates with your congregation.
Pray: Pray for those who suffered loss of family or home or for those who are working tirelessly to provide rescue,
humanitarian aid, and spiritual and psychological support.
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Liturgist Schedule November – December 2016
Nov. 6

Nov. 13

Nov. 20

Nov. 27

Doug Hart

John Hart

Carol Hart

Linda Bartolomeo

Dec. 4

Dec. 11

Dec. 18

Dec. 25

Jim Petrie

Dyan Wapnick

Margo Jackson

Scott Chase

Communion: November – Jeanne Valentine Chase
Session Meetings: 1st Tuesday of the month
Next Session Meeting: Wednesday 11/9/16 @ 7 pm
SESSION: Ed Casazza, Bob Clinch, Doug Hart, Jim Jackson, Jeanne Valentine-Chase,
Dyan Wapnick, and Linda Wendover.

Treasurer: Scott Chase
Clerk of Session: Kathy Bartles
Moderator: Pastor Carol Miller
DEACONS: Marva Blackmar, Dora Hage, Carol Hart, and John Hart.
Deacon Schedule:
1st Sunday: John Hart
2nd Sunday: Carol Hart
3rd Sunday: Marva Blackmar
4th Sunday: Dora Hage

Something to Think About for Lent:
For the past several years during Lent, St. James’ Episcopal Church in Hyde Park, where Dyan is also the
secretary, has been graciously sharing their booklet of Lenten meditations with us, where members of
their congregation have written meditations for each day of the Lenten season. This is something we
used to do many years ago (i.e. write our own), and the Worship Committee would like us to try our
hand at doing it again. What you write does not need to be about the scripture lesson for that day: you
can share a personal story, or a poem. Very soon we will be putting out a signup sheet and we’d like to
encourage everyone to participate so that together we may enrich our appreciation of the Lenten season.
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By Lynne Clinch
I’m all for healthy choices and making smart food decisions but when it comes to
desserts, that’s a different story. Frankly, I’m usually too full to opt for dessert on a
normal basis but comes holiday time all bets are off! Loving the foods at big holiday
meals is just up my alley so to speak. But I’ve found a way to enjoy the desserts too.
It’s called “doggie bag”. There is never just 1 dessert to choose from but several and
you want to try them all. Develop a plan of attack. Decide which ones travel best
and this becomes your doggie bag. Then enjoy the ones that don’t! This is my
strategy and it works…..
That being said, I’m sharing 3 dessert treats that our congregation has submitted.
Special kudos to those who share.

One Sunday this past summer we were treated to a dessert
by Laura Dennis. It was an éclair cake. She gave me this
recipe and I think its special enough to be included with the
pumpkin and apple pies with holiday meals.

Éclair Cake
Oven 400 degrees, ungreased (glass) 9 x 13 baking dish
In sauce pan bring to boil 1 cup water and 1 stick butter.
When butter has melted add all at once 1 cup flour and stir
constantly until a ball forms. Remove from heat and let
rest for several minutes. Add 4 eggs, one at a time and beat
well after each addition. You CAN NOT add the eggs all
at the same time. Spread mixture into baking dish. Will be
thin but build up batter on edges if possible. Bake until
lightly browned. Check after 30 minutes. Once removed
from oven don’t be alarmed because this is supposed to
happen. The center will collapse but the sides will remain
raised. Let cool.

The last recipe comes from Judy Parliman. There is nothing not to
like about cookies. This is a family recipe and made often by Judy.
Think about Christmas cookies. Perfect for the doggie bag!

Dot Parliman’s Oatmeal Toll House Cookies
375 degree oven, 8 minute bake time
1 ½ c. flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt
1 c. shortening
¾ c. brown sugar
¾ c. granulated sugar
2 eggs unbeaten
1 tsp. hot water
1 c. nut meats
1 large package chocolate chips
2 c. oatmeal (either quick or regular)
1 tsp. vanilla

Now to the filling: Using a mixer take 1- 8 oz. block of
cream cheese (don’t use reduced fat) at room temperature
and whip until light and fluffy. Gradually add 3 and 1/2
cups of milk mixing well to keep smooth. Add 2 packages
instant vanilla pudding and mix well. Let thicken slightly
and pour on éclair shell to thicken completely. Once this is
done, spread on cool whip and refrigerate until served.
Drizzle top with chocolate shavings, syrup or dust with
cocoa.

Sift together dry ingredients. In large mixing bowl cream the
shortening and sugars. Add eggs one at a time beating well after
each. Add hot water and vanilla. Mix in the dry ingredients then add
the oatmeal, nuts and chips. Drop by ½ teaspoon full onto greased
cookie sheets. Bake. These are small cookies and will make about
100. Larger cookies require more baking time and will give fewer
cookies. Remember a dark cookie sheet requires less baking time and
will produce a crisper cookie. A lighter sheet will require a longer
baking time and a softer cookie. Just some information to keep in
mind when baking cookies.

The second recipe comes from Carol Hart who makes these
tarts for our bake sales. And every time they are a sell-out.
They are a great bite and travel well. Carol does say not to
use reduced fat cream cheese.

Desserts are considered by some as a food group. It’s that final bite
of sweetness that finishes off a meal perfectly. It’s all about choices.
You already know mine. It’s the doggie bag all the way.

Cherry Cheese Tarts

Happy Thanksgiving! We’ll be in South Carolina on this day but still
thinking about our church family.

375 degree oven, bake 12-15 minute
Use a muffin pan. Line each well with a cupcake paper
liner. Into each put a Nabisco Nilla wafer. You’ll need 18
– 20. Meanwhile mix well and for 5 minutes: 16 oz.
cream cheese, ½ cup sugar, 2 eggs and 2 tsp. vanilla. Make
sure batter is smooth. Spoon batter into prepared liners
filling half way. Bake. When completely cook spoon
cherry pie filling onto each one. Can use any canned pie
filling flavor if so desired but why mess with a good thing.
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To All Who Have Lost Loved Ones: the family of Jeffrey Slonim, the family of Sylvia Heaton, the family of Joyce Spohr.
At home: Betty Clinch, Dorothy Whitaker, Roberta Cerniglia, Kim, Jim and Bev, Caitlin Edge, Daniel Hegarty III,
Elaine Hage, Lou Imperato, Joann Amelio, Jen, Kim Bloodgood, Virginia Kemp, Mort Jackson, Bob Metzer, Luane
Ballantine, Chris Eastwood, the Fitzpatrick family, Ruth Hart, Rod Davis, Mary Douglass, Marge Chase, Debra
Rose, the family of Georges St. Laurent, Laura and George Dennis, Trudie Wilson, Marge, Marianne Groeling, the
family of Lizzie Burger, Marjorie Bright, Lisa Spear, Karen Lane (Marva), Bridget and Aylee, Judy MacMorran,
Debbie, Pete and Helen Robinson, Shirley and Waldy MacPherson, Mary Lou Jenson, Barbara Strudwick, Dave
Dennis, Brittany, Debbie Kinney, Tracey Bowser, Mary and Tom Briggs, Betty Chestney, Lottye Kate, April
Leonard, Jennie Clark, Michaela Clark.
At Boston Medical: Paul Koppenhaver
At Noble Horizons: Rev. Herb Day
At Geer Village: Dorothy Miller and Phyllis Ronner. (77 South Canaan Rd., Canaan, Ct. 06018)
At Sharon Health Care Center: Marion Doyle, Vinny Masarelli
At The Pines: Muriel Swart (2405 15th Street, Troy, NY 12180)
At the Baptist Home: Mary Jo Glozier
In the military or Reserves: Garrett Cummings, Daniele Casazza, Kyle Moskowitz, Matt Cade, Zach McDonnell Reserves, John Cort, Mark Hall, Jacob Coons, Danny Hoysradt, Brian Montross, Nathaniel Chase - Reserves
(Marge's grandson), Dylan Humbert (Troi and Cole’s brother), Eric Wiltsie (Tom and Renee Strudwick’s nephew).
And all those who have served in our military.

Pine Plains Food Locker :
The monthly drive items for November are toothbrushes and
toothpaste for adults and children.
Toiletries are always welcomed.
Please send $ donations to the Pine Plains Food Locker
2852 Church Street Pine Plains, NY 12567
Share a Blessing!
Next issue:
December 2016

Submission deadline:
November 25, 2016

Send submissions to:
dyanwapnick@optimum.net

