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Agape Harvest
First United
Presbyterian Church
of Pine Plains
3039 Church Street,
P. O. Box 313,
Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: (518) 398-7117

To know the love of
Christ; to show the
love of Christ; and to
grow in the love of
Christ.
•

All are welcome to
join us at our weekly
Sunday worship
service at 11:00
a.m.

•

Church School and
childcare are
available during the
worship service.

•

Join us for the
warmth of coffee
hours and fellowship
following most
weekly worship
services.

•

Pastor Carol’s office
hours are by
appointment.
Please call her at
(518) 697-0025
(home), (845) 2353569 (cell) or (518)
398-7117 (church
office).

From Your Pastor:
Dear friends,
Sometimes when I am searching for
something and am just about at my wit’s
end, I might stop and suddenly look up
and there it is right above me. For me it is
a reminder to look up to God, to reach out
for the divine perspective.
If you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6 feet
by 8 feet and is entirely open at the top,
the bird, in spite of its ability to fly, will
be an absolute prisoner. The reason is
that a buzzard always begins a flight from
the ground with a run of 10 to 12 feet.
Without space to run, as is its habit, it
will not even attempt to fly, but will
remain a prisoner for life even though
freedom is right above him.
A bumblebee, if dropped into an open
tumbler, will be there until it dies, unless
it is taken out. It never sees the means of
escape at the top, but persists in trying to
find some way out through the sides near
the bottom. It will seek a way where none
exists, until it completely destroys itself.

In many ways, we are like the
buzzard and the bumblebee. We
struggle about with all our
problems and frustrations,
forgetting that we have a
heavenly source, a divine
perspective we can turn to for
help. That help can come with
something as simple as focusing
on our breathing, remembering
that the Holy Spirit is the very
breath of life or turning to God
in prayer. We do not have to
remain prisoners to sin and
death, He has given us the way
and the truth and the life.
With love,
Carol

www.pineplainspresbyterianchurch.com
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Upcoming Events, Notices
* Events dates & times subject to change

All meetings/events in the Fellowship Hall unless stated otherwise.
Bible Study: Thursdays at 7 pm. (except Thanksgiving 11/23)
Women’s Assoc.: Regular Mtg. Thursday Nov. 9 at 1 pm.
For those who are available and would like to join us, even if you don’t belong to the association, we
will be meeting on Monday 11/6 at 10:00 a.m. to discuss the Penny Social which is scheduled for
December 2nd.
Council of Churches: Friday Nov. 17 at 10:30 am at St Anthony’s Church.
Turkey Dinner: Saturday Nov. 4. Take-outs 4:30-5:30 pm with family-style seating at 6:00 pm. Please
call Carol for tickets at 518-398-7056.
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service: Church of the Regeneration, Pine Plains, November 22, 2017 at 7
pm. Fr. Cartier will plan the program.

Looking Ahead:
Women’s Assoc. Penny Social: Saturday Dec. 2.
Christmas Concert: Saturday Dec. 16 at 4 pm.
Sunday School Christmas Pageant: Sunday Dec. 17 during worship.

Other Events in the Greater Community:
• From the Office of the Aging: The 13th Annual Dutchess County Conference on Caregiving,
“Hats off to Caregivers”, Friday Nov. 17 at the Grandview, 176 Rinaldi Blvd., Poughkeepsie. Breakfast
and Registration at 8:30 am. Open to all Caregivers. FREE ADMISSION.
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Servants’ Calendar

Liturgist November – December 2017

November 5

November 12

November 19

November 26

Lynne Clinch

Jim Petrie

Dyan Wapnick

Margo Jackson

December 3

December 10

December 17

December 24

Carol Hart

John Hart

Scott Chase

Doug Hart (Reg. service) TBD
TBD (Christmas Eve)

December 31

Communion: November – Kathy Bartles; December – Linda Wendover
Session Meetings: 1st Tuesday of the month
Next Session Meeting: Tuesday 11/7/17 @ 7 pm
SESSION: Kathy Bartles, Bob Clinch, Jeanne Valentine-Chase, Scott Chase, Doug Hart, Jim Jackson,
and Linda Wendover.

Treasurer: Scott Chase
Clerk of Session: Kathy Bartles
Moderator: Pastor Carol Miller
DEACONS: Ronnie Brenner-Walsh, Lynne Clinch, Dora Hage, Carol Hart, and John Hart.
Deacon Schedule:

1st Sunday: John Hart
2nd Sunday: Carol Hart
3rd Sunday: Lynne Clinch
4th Sunday: Dora Hage
5th Sunday as needed: Ronnie Brenner-Walsh
Nov. and Dec.: Marva Blackmar covering 3rd Sunday.
Jan. – March: Jim Jackson covering 3rd Sunday.

Page 4

Agape Harvest

November 2017

Reclaiming Thanksgiving Day (from “The Presbyterian Outlook”)
November 26, 2014 by Michael Parker
Of all the American holidays rooted in a Christian tradition, Thanksgiving has been the least corrupted by
commercialism. Yet, because of the way it has evolved over time, the origins and original meaning of Thanksgiving
have been largely obscured or hopelessly distorted. Contrary to popular belief, the first Thanksgiving was not
started by the Pilgrims in 1621 and did not grow out of the tradition of the harvest festival. Thanksgiving Day,
historians are agreed, is rooted in the English Reformation.
In the early 16th century in England, there were 95 religious holidays in addition to the regular Sabbath worship
days. The religious reforms instituted by Henry VIII in 1536 limited this number to 27 a year. Later, the Puritans
took the reform of religious holidays a step further. They eliminated them – all of them! Looking askance at the
Christological cycle from Advent to Easter and the proliferation of saints’ days throughout the year, the Puritans
dismissed these celebrations as Catholic fabrications or remnants of a pagan past.
Moreover, the Puritans embraced a different concept of time. The Catholic liturgical tradition was cyclical, being
anchored to the seasons of the year with special days set aside as holy. The Puritans believed that all time is holy.
Convinced that God continues to be active in our physical universe not only through general providence but also
special providences (prodigies and omens), the Puritans looked to events in society and nature as the means through
which God continues to communicate with God’s people.
With this dynamic view of God, the Puritans held days of thanksgiving or days of fasting and humiliation as a ritual
response to what God was telling them. When God seemed to be judging the people through war, famine, plague,
political conflict or natural disaster, a fast day was proclaimed so that the people could contemplate their sins,
repent and set things back on the course that God had intended. A fast day might also be undertaken to seek God’s
guidance in a time of uncertainty. Conversely, days of thanksgiving were called to mark providential blessings –
success in war, bountiful harvests and general prosperity.
The Puritans who came to New England in the 17th century brought this tradition of fasting and feasting with them.
By the end of the century, when the second and third generations of New England Puritans had no firsthand
memory of the liturgical cycle in England, thanksgiving and fast days settled into an annual pattern. There were still
special holidays called in response to specific events, but thanksgivings were now generally held in the months of
October, November and December, when the harvest had been gathered, food was plentiful and the long winter was
soon to set in. Fasts were generally declared in the spring months of March, April and May, when food was scarce
anyway and people were seeking God’s blessing and guidance at the beginning of the new agricultural year.
The tradition of an autumnal thanksgiving day spread from New England to other colonies in the 18th century, and
during the 19th century many western states also adopted it. In the early years of the republic, presidents
proclaimed 10 national days of thanksgiving or fasting, President James Madison calling the last one in 1815 to
mark the end of the War of 1812. It was President Abraham Lincoln, in 1863, who inaugurated an annual
Thanksgiving Day to be on the last Thursday of November. In 1941 Congress completed the task of nationalizing
the holiday by establishing the fourth Thursday of November as the nation’s annual Thanksgiving Day.
In the late 19th century, Americans retroactively selected the Pilgrim’s feast of 1621 as “the first Thanksgiving.”
Historians agree, however, that this was not a Puritan thanksgiving but a traditional English harvest festival. Pilgrim
Village, the reconstruction of the historical Plymouth Colony for tourists, acknowledged this fact in 1973 when it
ceased to celebrate Thanksgiving Day and, instead, organized a three-day “Harvest Festival” on the Columbus Day
weekend in October.

November 2017

Agape Harvest

Page 5

Our modern Thanksgiving would be unrecognizable to the early Puritans. Being celebrated on a fixed annual date
rather than one contingent on events, Thanksgiving no longer reflects the Puritans’ heightened sense of God’s
involvement in human affairs. Moreover, for most Americans this ostensibly Christian holiday has gradually ceased
to be a religious day at all. Instead, it is now dedicated to the merely secular and sentimental – family reunions,
traditional food and football.
To reclaim Thanksgiving, modern Christians need not assume the Puritans’ iconoclastic spirit, eliminating culinary
delights or other family-centered aspects of the holiday, but, as with Christmas, we may need to create a genuinely
faithful alternative to the secular holiday that Thanksgiving has become, one that gives due honor to the God who,
as the Puritans believed, is indeed present and active for good in our lives.
MICHAEL PARKER is the director of graduate studies at the
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo, Egypt, and the author of
“John Winthrop: Founding the City upon a Hill” (Routledge, 2014).

Christmas Bazaar
The Women’s Association is happy to announce that the annual Christmas Bazaar was a HUGE
success. Profit from the sale was $2,903.55. The absolute highest amount ever from the food sale was
$1,010.00. We would like to thank all those who donated both items for the sale as well as homemade
goodies which ranged from soups to salads and from pies, cakes and cookies to homemade apple cider
donuts. We are so lucky to have Ken Blackmar, Bob Clinch, John Hart, and Ryan Orton whose help is
invaluable to us. Also, all those helpers who worked all week setting up. Thank you all!
Editor: And thanks to the WA President, Carol Hart!!

Crop Walk
The 2017 Community Crop Walk was held Sunday, October 8 at 1:15 pm at the Lion’s Club in Pine Plains.
Sandy Towers and Ted Mallozzi organized this project for the Pine Plains Council of Churches. The
Council of Churches’ members thank the sponsors and walkers for their participation. As of October 20,
$1,776 was raised to address world hunger issues with approximately $445 coming to our local Pine Plains
Community Food Locker.
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Getting Ready for Winter

By Lynne Clinch

Winter is just around the corner. So many things to think about.
Cooler weather greets us daily as I count down the days until we
head south. Yet the challenges are still the same. How to dress
for the day; what to cook for dinner; what soup to make for lunch.
And lingering in the background is the knowledge that Christmas
is coming. So many things to think about!

Comfort foods are the answer to the many questions. Using the crockpot solves another. So I set
out to find some ‘different’ soup recipes and lo and behold Alan Blackmar came to my rescue.
Years ago he and his wife were in Williamsburg, VA. There he had a soup made with peanuts. He
told me it was very good but very rich also. You did not need a large portion. He gave me the
recipe to share.

Williamsburg Peanut Soup
4 T. margarine or butter melted then add ½ cup finely chopped onions and celery and sauté until
soft. Add 3 T. flour and stir thoroughly cooking out the flour. Slowly add 2 cans (14 ½ oz. each)
chicken broth stirring well. Add 1 cup smooth peanut butter and ½ cup chopped roasted peanuts.
Bring to boil and simmer 10-15 minutes. Add 1 cup light cream or half and half. Do not boil again.
Serve.
Another fall and winter soup I found the recipe for is made with root veggies and is hearty. Give it a
try.

Roasted Autumn Vegetable Soup
2 Pounds sweet potatoes (about 4 medium)
2 pounds carrots
1 ½ pounds parsnip
2 large onions quartered
6 garlic cloves peeled
¼ cup oil
3 cartons chicken broth, (that is 3 quarts)
1 cup fat free evaporated milk
1 tsp. salt
½ tsp. pepper

Heat oven to 400 degrees. Peel and cut the potatoes, carrots and parsnips in 1-2 inch chunks. Put in
large bowel adding onions and garlic then drizzle with the oil. Toss to coat. Divide veggies into 2
roasting pans or cookie sheets with sides. Roast for 40-50 minutes until tender. Transfer veggies to
Dutch oven. Add remaining ingredients and bring to boil reducing to simmer and cook 15 minutes.
Using an immersion blender puree the soup. Option 2 is to cool soup then puree in batches in
blender then reheat. Makes 4 quarts, enough to freeze half in lunch size portions.
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I make a crockpot French onion soup which is delish. No written recipe but I’ll tell you how I make it. Melt
½ stick butter in crockpot. Add sliced onions. I usually start with 4 and finally stop at 6 large ones. Salt and
pepper and 1 box each of beef and chicken broth or stock. I sprinkle about ½ tsp. garlic powder or 1 grated
clove into the soup and cook on high for 4/5 hrs. or medium for 6/7 hrs. Adjust the seasonings. If using
broth sometimes I need to add another bouillon cube or two. If using stock no additions are needed.
Just a tip… if tired of crackers for soup try using leftover croutons from your salad. Flavored ones can
make ordinary soup into extraordinary soup. Adding a dollop of sour cream or pesto or mixture of herbs
and garlic chopped together (called Gremolata) changes the flavor as well.
A thought for a homemade Christmas gift…Apple jam and waffle mix.
Simply put in a large bowl 4 ½ c. flour, 3 c. whole wheat flour, 2/3 c. sugar, ¼ c. baking powder, 1 T. apple
pie spice*, 1 tsp. salt, 1 tsp. cinnamon and mix well. Take 1 and 1/3 cup mix and put in gift bag (makes 6
bags) along with the instructions to finish the waffles. By adding 1 c. milk, 1 egg and 2 T. oil fresh
homemade waffles are ready. Each bag makes 6 waffles.
As a topping for the waffles or even ice cream or toast this apple jam can’t be beat. Makes 7 ½ pint jars
with only 10 minute processing time.

Apple Pie Jam
Take 4-5 golden delicious apples or another fav, peel and slice along with 1 cup water and cook until
tender. After cooking measure 4 ½ cup and return to pot. Add up to 5 cups sugar depending on sweetness.
(I’d start with 3 cups.) ½ tsp. butter, 1 pouch liquid pectin, 1 ½ tsp. cinnamon and 1 tsp. nutmeg. Return to
heat and bring to boil. Boil 1 minute. Skim off foam and ladle hot mixture into very warm ½ pint jars.
Remove air bubbles leaving ¼ inch headspace. Center lids and screw on bands. Using water bath method
make sure jars are cover and process 10 minutes. Remove jars and cool. Just label the jars and pair with
the waffle mix for a homemade Christmas gift from the heart.
Next month: cookies and sweet treats. After all, it’s the Christmas issue.
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During the coming month, please remember the following people in your daily prayers: the family of Alice Filippini,
the family of Les Funk, our pastor, our congregation, all our children, our loved ones, and all of those who have lost
loved ones in the past year.
At home: Mike Cookingham, LeeAnn Raybon (Cindy and Roberta), Cookie Pecorella, Erik Lindmark, Andy
Babcock, Alyce Larkin, Peggy Hart, Fraser Patterson, Mark (Laura Clark), Dave Dennis (Laura Clark), Brandon &
Lydia Gray and family (Carol Hart), Ray and Kathy Enright, Chrissy McBeth, Ben Curtis (Linda Wendover), The
Thomas family of Albany (fire), Bill Hendrickson (Lynne Clinch’s brother), Bridget and Aylee, Tina Brunow
(Cindy and Roberta), Dave Groom and family, Dave Filipe, Bev VanVoorhis, Joe Imperato, Steve Bracey, Lauranne
Oliver, Melissa Kay McKinney (Cindy and Roberta), Marge and Bill Palmer, Jeanette Finkle, Harriet A’Brial,
Marietta (Linda Rosado's daughter), Arlene Brower, Whitney and family (Susan), Chun Ok Blackie (Jim and Margo
Jackson’s sister-in-law), Helen Deane (Pastor Carol’s cousin), Kim (Deb Pomeroy’s sister), Caitlin Edge (Deb),
Daniel Hegarty III, Elaine Hage, Joann Amelio, Jen (Linda Wendover), Kim Bloodgood, Virginia Kemp, Mort
Jackson, Luane Ballantine, Ruth Hart, Mary Douglass, Marge Chase, Debra Rose, the family of Georges St. Laurent,
Laura and George Dennis, Trudie Wilson, Marge (Laurie), the family of Lizzie Burger, Marjorie Bright, Lisa Spear,
Karen Lane (Marva), Judy MacMorran (Barbara Gurbel’s daughter), Debbie (Laurie), Helen Robinson, Shirley and
Waldy MacPherson, Mary Lou Jenson, Brittany, Debbie Kinney, Mary and Tom Briggs, Lottye Kate (Barbara
Gurbel's great-granddaughter), Jennie Clark, Mikayla Clark.
At The Wesley Community (in Saratoga): Pete Robinson
At The Manor at Woodside: Helen Travis and Rod Davis
At Noble Horizons: Rev. Herb Day
At Geer Village: Dorothy Miller and Phyllis Ronner. (77 South Canaan Rd., Canaan, Ct. 06018)
At Sharon Health Care Center: Marion Doyle, Vinny Masarelli
At The Pines: Muriel Swart (2405 15th Street, Troy, NY 12180)
At the Baptist Home: Mary Jo Glozier
In the military or Reserves: Zane King (South Korea), Keith Jackson (Saudi Arabia), Lewis and Denzel Jackson
(Keith Jackson’s sons), Garrett Cummings, Daniele Casazza, Kyle Moskowitz, Matt Cade, Zach McDonnell Reserves, John Cort, Mark Hall (serving in Afghanistan), Jacob Coons, Danny Hoysradt, Brian Montross, Nathaniel
Chase - Reserves (Marge's grandson), Dylan Humbert (Troi and Cole’s brother), Eric Wiltsie (Tom and Renee
Strudwick’s nephew).
And all those who have served in our military.

Pine Plains Food Locker:
The monthly drive items for November are toothbrushes and
toothpaste for adults and children.
Toiletries are always welcomed.
Please send $ donations to the Pine Plains Food Locker
2852 Church Street Pine Plains, NY 12567
Share a Blessing!
Next issue:

Submission deadline:

Send submissions to:

December 2017

November 25, 2017

dyanwapnick@optimum.net

