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Agape Harvest
First United
Presbyterian Church
of Pine Plains
3039 Church Street,
P. O. Box 313,
Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: (518) 398-7117

To know the love of
Christ; to show the
love of Christ; and to
grow in the love of
Christ.


All are welcome to
join us at our weekly
Sunday worship
service at 11:00
a.m.



Church School and
childcare are
available during the
worship service.



Join us for the
warmth of coffee
hours and fellowship
following most
weekly worship
services.



Pastor Carol’s office
hours are by
appointment.
Please call her at
(518) 697-0025
(home), (845) 2353569 (cell) or (518)
398-7117 (church
office).

From Your Pastor:
Dear Friends,
Rejection can be one of the most painful
experiences any of us can have. In his
book "Is There Life After High School?"
Ralph Keyes writes that Mia Farrow has
never forgotten the time in high school
when every girl but Mia was asked to
dance. Nor did Charles Schulz of
"Peanuts" cartoon fame ever forget that
the yearbook staff rejected his every
cartoon. Movie actress Ali McGraw
confessed she has not forgotten the fact
the she never had a date in all of high
school. Henry Kissinger is best
remembered by his classmates as the kid
nobody wanted to have lunch with at
school.
Rejection can be one of the most
traumatic things that can happen to any
of us. Hearing the accounts of these
famous and talented people gives us a
little perspective on our own
experiences.

Jesus accepts men, women and
children. He accepts those who
are seen as unacceptable for
whatever reason. The Samaritan
woman at the well, the blind,
the deaf, the lepers, the woman
with an issue of blood were not
only accepted by Jesus, they
were made whole.
We are accepted and we are
called to accept others. The
greatest need some people have
is to be accepted and acceptance
can change lives. May our
church be a place where all who
come here may discover the
acceptance of God and of the
Christian community.
With thanksgiving and love,
Carol

www.pineplainspresbyterianchurch.com
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Upcoming Events, Notices

September 2016

* Events dates & times subject to change

All meetings in the Fellowship Hall unless stated otherwise.

September 2016

Tuesday 6: Session @ 7 pm
Wednesday 14: Triennial Review @ 7 pm.
Thursday 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Bible Study @ 7:00 pm
Thursday 8: Women’s Assoc. @ 1:00 pm
Monday 19: Council of Churches @ noon at the Presbyterian Church
Choir will resume on Sept. 11.
Sunday School: We hope all our children and young people will come to
Sunday School on the 11th and we are planning a very special outing in a few
weeks for all those who attend. You won't want to miss it!!
Reverend Jill was the first woman pastor to be called to First Church. One skeptical
church member, Joe, called a friend and said, “I don’t know about a woman pastor, but
let’s give her a chance. Let’s do what we’ve done for all the other new preachers: we’ll
take her fishing and see how she does.” On the appointed day, Reverend Jill and the two
members took the boat into the middle of the lake. They had just reached the best fishing
spot when Jill suddenly realized that she had left her tackle back in the car. “Well, I
guess we’ll just have to go back to shore,” said Joe, giving his friend an “I-knew-thiswould-happen” look. Jill said, “Oh, that won’t be necessary,” and she stepped out of the
boat and began walking across the water to the shore. Joe gave his friend a disgusted
look. “I knew this would happen. First she doesn’t know how to fish and now she doesn’t
know how to swim either.”
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The Community of Living Traditions at Stony Point Center is pleased to announce that our third
annual Living Traditions Award will be presented to the Ramapough Lunaape Nation. For decades,
this Native American community has worked vigilantly to restore their traditional land after it was
devastated by dumping. They are leaders in the environmental, indigenous rights, and racial justice
movements.
The Living Traditions Award was established in 2014 to honor the work of an individual or group
that exemplifies the values of the Community of Living Traditions: justice, peace, nonviolence,
earth-consciousness and radical hospitality.
The Ramapough have been trailblazers for indigenous rights and environmental responsibility as they
took on the task of healing their ancestral lands in the hills of Northern Bergen County, NJ and
Southern Rockland County, NY. In the 1960's and 1970's, some of these lands were used by the Ford
Motor Company as a dumping grounds for paint run-off from its factory in nearby Mahwah, NJ.
When the factory closed, housing was built on those lands and made available to the Ramapough,
especially of the Turtle Clan. This land proved to be so polluted that it was placed on the Superfund
Site list, where it bears two distinctions: first, it is the only Superfund site with people residing on it,
and second, it is the only Superfund site ever to have been declared clean, then subsequently returned
to the list. The Ramapough have been ardent advocates for more clean-up — negotiating for removal
of polluted soil, replanting with native species, and establishing a small herb garden. Asked once
why they didn't just resettle in a less polluted area, their reply was: “The land is our relative. She is
sick. Why would we abandon a sick relative?”
According to indigenous historian Evan T. Pritchard, the Ramapough are “the only actual nonforeigners to be found still living in community in and around New York's metropolitan region.”[1]
Native to these parts long before the arrival of Henry Hudson and subsequent European settlers, the
Ramapough are part of what became known as the Delaware Nation. When the US Government
forced that Nation to resettle in Oklahoma, the Ramapough “disappeared” into their beloved land in
the hills around the Ramapo Pass, on what is now the border of New York and New Jersey. Their
native heritage was largely forgotten by those around them over the following years. Exaggerated
stories spread about their fierceness and wildness, so few disturbed the lands they continued to care
for. In recent generations they have been working hard to reclaim their native identity and heritage.
The Ramapough’s activism is rooted in their relationship to the land and extends to issues of national
and global significance. Just last month, over one hundred Ramapough Lunaape joined the March for
a Clean Energy Revolution on the eve of the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia. “To
the Ramapough people, the global ecological crisis is now,” said Chief Dwaine Perry. “We don't see
climate change as a warning, but more a ticking clock, and the time for action is late. That is why we
will march in Philadelphia, and why we will continue building our movement into the future. We
want everyone to survive and to thrive into future generations.” [2]
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The tribe has also been active for decades in the racial justice movement. They played a pivotal role
in a little-known precursor to the 1954 Brown vs. The Board of Education decision which is seen to
have ended school desegregation nationally. Under census practices of the time, Native Americans
were categorized as Negro. So, eleven years before Brown, Board members of the Brook School for
Colored Children in the Village of Hillburn asked for assistance from the NAACP, and Thurgood
Marshall took on the case. As a result, the New York State Commissioner of Education closed the
Brook School, ending state supported segregated education in New York. Those Board members
were women from the Ramapough Lunaape Nation.
The Community of Living Traditions will present the 3rd annual Living Traditions Award on
September 18, 2016 at the Farm-to-Table Gala, a harvest festival and fundraiser to support the
continued development and mission of Stony Point Center as a multifaith community dedicated to
organizing in the areas of earth care, fair trade, peacemaking and social justice. As recipient of this
award, the Ramapough Lunaape Nation will receive $1000 to support their continued work towards a
more just and sustainable environment, as well as a voucher for complimentary day use of Stony
Point Center’s conference facilities.
Stony Point Center is a national conference center of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in Rockland
County, that offers affordable accommodations and a welcoming environment for activists and
visionaries of all stripes to convene, discern, learn and plan. The campus is also home to an
intentional multifaith community called the Community of Living Traditions, which strives to put in
practice the legacy of hospitality and strategic nonviolence that exists within each of the Abrahamic
faith traditions.
For more information or to purchase tickets to the Farm-to-Table Gala, please visit
stonypointcenter.org/gala.
For more information about the Ramapough Lunaape Nation, visit ramapoughlenapenation.org.
Sources:
1- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramapough_Mountain_Indians#cite_note-43
2- www.nj.com/opinion/index.ssf/2016/07/nj_tribe_chief_were_marching_for_environmental_jus.html

From the Stony Point Center Website
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Pledge cards are available at the
end of each pew. A pledge is any
amount you feel you can contribute.
It is strictly confidential and is only
a goal for your continued support of
our church.
Thank you.

Per capita Apportionment. The per capita apportionment covers the ecclesiastical
expenses of the denomination—the judicial, legislative, and related functions of the Church, in
other words, the organizational costs of administering the church’s government as opposed to
“mission” expenditures. In the Presbyterian Church (USA), per capita is a religious and moral
commitment made by individuals and particular churches. It establishes a minimum level of
financial participation in the vital work of our connectional church as the Body of Christ. The
per capita apportionment is based on the membership number reported by each church in
their prior year’s annual report to the General Assembly. Our church has to pay this
regardless of whether our individual members contribute by paying their portion.
The per capita for each member in 2016 is $31.50. Please use the blue envelope
which is available at the end of each pew, and place it in the offering plate.

Somewhere I heard that there are three kinds of giving:
Grudge giving…Duty giving…Thanks-giving…
The first says, “I have to”…..The second, “I ought to”
The third, “I want to.”
The first comes from constraint; the second from
obligation; the third from a full heart. Nothing much is
really given in the first as the gift without the giver is bare
and empty; the second is better but is done without a
song, without any joy; the third is an open gate into the
love of God.
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Liturgist Schedule September – October 2016
Sept 4

Sept 11

Sept 18

Sept 25

John Hart

Doug Hart

Linda
Bartolomeo

Oct. 2

Oct. 9

Oct. 16

Oct. 23

Oct. 30

Lynne Clinch

Jim Petrie

Dyan Wapnick

Margo Jackson

Scott Chase

Carol Hart

Communion: Sept. – Dyan Wapnick
Session Meetings: 1st Tuesday of the month
Next Session Meeting: Tuesday 9/6/16 @ 7 pm
Special Session Meeting: Wednesday 9/14/16 @ 7 pm with Presbytery's Committee
on Ministry representatives.
SESSION: Ed Casazza, Bob Clinch, Doug Hart, Jim Jackson, Jeanne Valentine-Chase,
Dyan Wapnick, and Linda Wendover.

Treasurer: Scott Chase
Clerk of Session: Kathy Bartles
Moderator: Pastor Carol Miller
DEACONS: Marva Blackmar, Dora Hage, Carol Hart, and John Hart.
Deacon Schedule:
1st Sunday: John Hart
2nd Sunday: Carol Hart
3rd Sunday: Marva Blackmar
4th Sunday: Dora Hage

Congratulations to Erin Blackmar and Jeff Curnan on their August 7 wedding.
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By Lynne Clinch
Lunchbox Ideas Plus
The fair always signifies the end of summer and the beginning of the school
year. Always a challenge is the bag lunch our children take to eat during the
day. Leftovers from the night before are a great choice but there is no
microwave available to the child to reheat even if they are old enough and
capable of doing so. Therefore, here comes the basic sandwich which becomes
“boring” after a month. As I write this I realize the same concept holds for
those of us who do take lunch daily.
If you plan meals to have leftovers as I do, then you
already know that chicken is a perfect choice. Whether
it be a roasted chicken, baked or rotisserie, after your
meal is done pull the meat off the bones. *When I roast
a chicken I always brine it first. It is much moister and
has better flavor. Recipes can be found online.
Everyone has their basic chicken salad recipe but let
me give you some ideas on how to enhance the mayo
portion. This can be done by adding mustard, honey,
balsamic vinegar, chili powder or salsa, curry, lemon
or lime juice, onion or garlic or any combo of above.
Of course, adding grapes or raisins along with celery,
peppers (any color) or onions can change the flavor
too. Another option is using plain yogurt or sour
cream alone or with mayo. So once the decision is
made go to the next step.
Consider taking that chicken salad on lettuce leaves
with sliced tomato, sliced hard cooked egg and
cucumbers in a plastic container with additional
dressing in a smaller container… OR keep the veggies
in separate container….Or make a wrap out of the
chicken salad and lettuce….Or add the veggies to the
wrap….Or use a pita pocket vs wrap….Or make a roll
up….Or use just plain crackers. Or make egg salad
and add to make a cold plate. Include cottage cheese
as my husband does and he’s a happy camper.
Now you need a ‘sweet’ treat to complete your cold
lunch. An apple, peach or other piece of fruit is great.
Making fresh fruit salad is good too and always
refreshing. Making kebobs is special and will have
your lunch mates requesting some. Very easy to do
using toothpicks with several chunks of fruit strung on
them. Can have dip too or not. Obviously, same can
be done with veggies. When it comes to our children
we must make sure they eat properly. Stuffed celery
with peanut butter or cream cheese is an old standby.
According to the USDA you can use banana or
zucchini bread or plain unfrosted carrot cake. Nuts are
good option but beware of allergies. Chex party mix is
great too. (Recipes are all over).

Keeping the meal cool can sometimes be a challenge.
There are store bought ice packs but one has to worry
about leakage and if that happens….well you know the
results. It is not pleasant and can be unsafe. Simple
solution: take a new sponge and wet it thoroughly then
place in plastic zip lock bag in the freezer overnight.
Take out and put in lunchbox. Safe and very reusable.
I don’t know a child who didn’t come home from school
hungry! As a matter of fact, the same is true for anyone
in the work force. Depending on the hour of day snacks
are in order. These can range anywhere from tuna or
egg salad with crackers, cheese and crackers, grams and
cream cheese to a piece of fruit and anywhere in
between. For instance, take a banana and cut in half.
Put wooden stick in end and dip in melted dark
chocolate, put in freezer. Make ice pops using fruit
juices. I saw some interesting snack ideas made with
bread rolled out like a wonton wrapper. Moisten edges
with water and stuffed with various fillings, fold over in
half, seal then fried in oil until browned. Goes fast so
keep an eye on it. After thinking about this a toaster
oven would work too. Fillings used were pizza sauce
with cheese and pepperoni, chopped ham and cheese,
pulled pork with enough sauce to moisten. They looked
good.
There are so many ideas out there it just takes your
imagination. With children’s obesity a major concern
you MUST take some control over the things you can
control. This goes for grandparents too as many of you
babysit after school. I don’t know a child who does not
love going to grandma’s house. There is always room
for sweets and they do have a place. Just use
moderation….
Still looking for dessert recipes. I have Laura’s Éclair
Cake one already but looking for a few more. With
cooler weather ahead get out some favorites to be
shared.
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To All Who Have Lost Loved Ones: the family of Hal Flatau, the family of George Frenzel (brother of Delores
Dickinson), the family of Maureen Lonczak.
At home: Caitlin Edge (Deb), Daniel Hegarty III, Lowell Woodcock (Linda Wendover), Elaine Hage, Lou
Imperato, Joann Amelio, Kip Bleakley O’Neil, the Michael Gilmartin family, Jen (Linda Wendover), Kim
Bloodgood, Virginia Kemp, Mort Jackson, Bob Metzer, Mary Jo Glozier (Cindy’s mother), Luane Ballantine,
Chris Eastwood, the Fitzpatrick family, Deb and Albert Cahill, Ruth Hart, Rod Davis, Mary Douglass, Marge
Chase, Debra Rose, the family of Georges St. Laurent, Laura and George Dennis, Trudie Wilson, Marge (Laurie),
Marianne Groeling, the family of Lizzie Burger, Marjorie Bright, Lisa Spear, Karen Lane (Marva), Bridget and
Aylee, Judy MacMorran (Barbara Gurbel’s daughter), Debbie (Laurie), Pete and Helen Robinson, Shirley and
Waldy MacPherson, Mary Lou Jenson, Barbara Strudwick, Dave Dennis (Laura Clark), Brittany, Debbie Kinney,
Tracey Bowser (Jannet Watson), Mary and Tom Briggs, Betty Chestney, Lottye Kate (Barbara Gurbel's greatgranddaughter), April Leonard, Laura Clark and the Clark family.
At Noble Horizons: Rev. Herb Day
At Geer Village: Dorothy Miller and Phyllis Ronner. (77 South Canaan Rd., Canaan, Ct. 06018)
At Geer Nursing Home: Joyce Spohr
At Sharon Health Care Center: Marion Doyle, Vinny Masarelli
At The Pines: Muriel Swart (2405 15th Street, Troy, NY 12180)
In the military or Reserves: Garrett Cummings, Daniele Casazza, Kyle Moskowitz, Matt Cade, Zach
McDonnell - Reserves, John Cort, Mark Hall, Jacob Coons, Danny Hoysradt, Brian Montross, Nathaniel Chase Reserves (Marge's grandson), Dylan Humbert (Troi and Cole’s brother), Eric Wiltsie (Tom and Renee
Strudwick’s nephew).
And all those who have served in our military.

Pine Plains Food Locker :
The monthly drive items for September are shampoo and conditioner.
Toiletries are always welcomed.
Please send $ donations to the Pine Plains Food Locker
2852 Church Street Pine Plains, NY 12567
Share a Blessing!
Next issue:
October 2016

Submission deadline:
September 25, 2016

Send submissions to:
dyanwapnick@optimum.net

