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Agape Harvest
First United
Presbyterian Church
of Pine Plains
3039 Church Street,
P. O. Box 313,
Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: (518) 398-7117

To know the love of
Christ; to show the
love of Christ; and to
grow in the love of
Christ.


All are welcome to
join us at our weekly
Sunday worship
service at 11:00 a.m.



Church School and
childcare are
available during the
worship service.



Join us for the
warmth of coffee
hours and fellowship
following most
weekly worship
services.



Pastor Carol’s office
hours are by
appointment. Please
call her at (518)
697-0025 (home),
(845) 235-3569
(cell) or (518) 3987117 (church office).

From Your Pastor:
Dear Friends,

they could play baseball.

Good news-bad news
jokes are somewhat passé.
Even so there is one that
makes a good point.
There were two fellows
who lived and breathed
baseball. They were
professional players with
the Atlanta Braves and
you would think that
playing for a living would
be enough. But not so,
these guys breathed, ate,
and slept baseball. More
than teammates, they
were close friends. So,
they talked with each
other about what
mattered most in their
lives. One of their big
concerns was whether
there would be baseball in
heaven. They loved
baseball so much that
they were not sure at all
they wanted to spend
eternity in heaven unless

They had an agreement
that the first one who
died would somehow get
a message back to earth,
letting the other know
whether baseball was in
heaven or not. Well, it
happened. John died, and
Jim grieved. He grieved
for days, deeply saddened
over his friend's death.
About two weeks went
by, and then it happened.
Jim was awakened in the
middle of the night by the
calling of his name, "Jim,
Jim, Jim, wake up! This is
John." "John, where are
you?" "I 'm in heaven and
I have some good news
and bad news. It's
exciting, Jim. We do have
baseball in heaven. It's
great. We play every day
and there are some
marvelous teams, and
tough
exciting

competition." "That's
great," said Jim. "But
what's the bad news?"
"Well," said John, "You
are scheduled to pitch
next Tuesday."
We never know when we
will be called into God's
eternal kingdom. We
want to live each day to
the fullest to the glory of
God. Baseball may not be
our passion but serving
our Lord who loves
beyond all human
understanding can never
fail us.
With love in Christ,
Pastor Carol

www.pineplainspresbyterianchurch.com
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A letter from a friend:
New Years Day…a
fresh start…a new
chapter in life waiting to
be written. A New Year
brings an entirely new
set of questions to be
asked…embraced…and
expressed! A New Year
also brings answers to
be discovered, and then
lived, in a whole new
way.
How happy are you
right now? Do you
even know?
Most
people know what
makes their parents,
their partners, and/or
their children happy.
But when it comes to an
awareness about the
things in life that bring a

smile to our face and
contentment to our
hearts, personally, we
often don’t have a clue.
What seems to be
missing from the lives
of many people, is a
true sense of enjoyment
in the actual lives we are
living. Just think for a
moment, it’s pretty
difficult to experience
times of happiness if we
aren’t even aware of
what makes us happy.
So this coming year,
instead of a resolution,
let’s write down our
most private aspirations.
Make a list of those
longings we have kept

NEWSLETTER E-MAIL MAILING LIST

In an effort to reduce costs of distributing the
newsletter and preserving the environment, we
will be distributing the newsletter via e-mail
instead of postal mail to those who are
interested. If you would like to join our e-mail
mailing list, please send a note to Dyan
Wapnick at wapnickfamily@fairpoint.net

locked away inside our
hearts…“until the time
seems right”. Let’s trust
that that time has
come…NOW is the
time.
I encourage us to take a
leap of faith in 2013!
Take a risk and grasp a
new idea in this New
Year.
Identify those
things which make us
truly happy. Learn how
to recognize, embrace
and then celebrate those
moments of happiness
which are uniquely our
own.
Let’s make up our
minds to begin this
New
Year
by

BELIVING
IN
SOMETHING! Believe in
ourselves, and BELIEVE
that there is a Loving
Source watching over us. A
Source of Peace and
Contentment just waiting
for us to ask HIM to help
us be happy.
May the Lord truly bless
and keep us in this New
Year.
Amen.
The Church Mouse
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Recent Events, Notices & Thanks
ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING AND COVERED DISH LUNCHEON—January 27, 2013
The Annual Church Meeting and Covered Dish Luncheon was held on January 27 following the service. Special thanks to
everyone who contributed to the delicious meal and the fellowship. Below are some highlights from the 2012 Annual
Report:


Scott Chase and Kathy Bartles were nominated to the Session. There is an open position of Elder to serve on
the session and nominations/volunteers for this position are welcome.



John Hart, Andy Williams, Bob Couse, Lynne Clinch and Jim Jackson were nominated to the Board of
Deacons.



The current church membership is 75. In 2012, there was one Baptism (Arielle Williams), three new members
were added (Andy Williams, Arlette Vidal-Williams and Barbara Gurbel) and three members joined the Church
Triumphant (Jean Gerhards, Diana Swart and Melvin Finkle).



Net proceeds from fundraising dinners totaled $6,375.00.



Special Offerings and Donations to various mission projects totaled $3645.00.



Special thanks to all of the groups and individuals who have dedicated their talents and service to the Lord’s
work.

SAMANTHA FARINA NAMED OCEAN COUNTY COLLEGE “WOMAN ATHLETE OF THE YEAR”
Samantha Farina, daughter of Roanne MacPherson Farina and grand-daughter of Shirley and Walden MacPherson, was
chosen "Woman Athlete of the Year" for Ocean County College athletics. She was honored at an awards luncheon at Seton
Hall University comprising of chosen girls from high schools and Jr. and Sr. colleges throughout the state.
Samantha is a leader for the women’s cross country team as this past Fall 2012 she won
the “Individual National Championship” by finishing first at the NJCAA Cross Country
National Championship Race in Delhi, NY. As a freshman in the Fall of 2011,
Samantha finished 9th at the NJCAA Cross Country National Championships earning
her NJCAA All-American honors. She was a critical part of her team finishing 3rd and
4th in the nation respectively in 2011 and 2012. Samantha also won the individual title
at the Region XIX Championship Race during both her Freshman and Sophomore
years.
Congratulations Samantha!
Photo (left to right): Samantha Farina and Executive Director of Athletics and Judicial Affairs Ilene Cohen at Seton Hall
University National Girls and Women in Sports Day - 1/27/13.
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Thank You
Dear Carol and Sunday School Class at PPUPC:
We received your lovely note and best wishes today. It just so happened we were a bit low today
from taking our chemo therapy treatments. Your lovely thoughts and encouragement gave us a well
needed boost.
As tom Tebow the football player says, “I may not know what my future holds, but I know who
holds my future’.
May the Lord continue to bless youa ll as you have blessed us. In His Holy Name. Amen.
Jerry Chestney—01/15/2013

Servants’ Calendar: February—May 2013
LITURGIST SCHEDULE
Feb.3

Margo Jackson

Mar. 17

Linda Bartolomeo

Apr. 28

Carol Hart

Feb.10

Scott Chase

Mar. 24

Jim Petrie

May 5

John Hart

Feb.17

Carol Hart

Mar. 31

Kathy Bartles

May 12

Doug Hart

Feb.24

John Hart

Apr. 7

Dyan Wapnick

May 19

Andy Smith

Mar. 3

Doug Hart

Apr. 14

Margo Jackson

May 26

Linda Bartolomeo

Mar. 10

Andy Smith

Apr. 21

Scott Chase

SESSION

DEACONS: Harriet A'Brial, John

Next Session Meeting: February 5th @ 7:00 pm

Bilski, Bob Couse, Marva Blackmar,
Lynne Clinch, John Hart, Jim
Jackson and Andy Williams.

Meetings:

February 5, March 5, April 2, May 7

Session:

Kathy Bartles, Ed Casazza, Scott Chase, Bob Clinch,
Doug Hart, Brendan Kilpatrick, Andy Smith, and Dyan
Wapnick.

Treasurer:

Scott Chase

Clerk of Session:

Kathy Bartles

Moderator:

Pastor Carol Miller
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The Woodpecker might have to go!

Everything I need to know about life, I learned from Noah’s Ark…


One : Don’t miss the boat.



Two : Remember that we are all in the same boat.



Three : Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark.



Four : Stay fit. When you’re 600 years old, someone may ask you to do something
really big.



Five : Don’t listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done.



Six : Build your future on high ground.



Seven : For safety sake, travel in pairs! !



Eight : Speed isn’t always an advantage. The snails were on board with the
cheetahs.



Nine : When you’re stressed, float a while.



Ten : Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals.



Eleven : No matter the storm, when you are with God, there’s always a rainbow
waiting.
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Upcoming Events
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE—Wednesday, February 13, 2013, 7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday service will be held on February 13 at 7:00 pm at the Ancramdale Presbyterian
Church. The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated.

CORNED BEEF SUPPER—Saturday, March 16, 2013, 6:00 pm
Tickets: $13/Adult, $5/Children 6-12 years old, children 5 and under Free
Take outs available. Dinner includes Corned Beef, Cabbage, Potatoes, Glazed
Carrots, Irish Soda Bread, Dessert and Coffee/Tea.
For reservations, please phone Shirley MacPherson 398.1380 or email Dyan
Wapnick: wapnickfamily@fairpoint.net

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE—Thursday, March 28, 2013, 7:00 pm
Maundy Thursday service will be held on March 28 at 7:00 pm at the Pine Plains Presbyterian
Church. The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated.

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE—Sunday, March 31, 2013, 6:30 am
On Easter morning there will be a Sunrise Service at 6:30 am on Winchell Mountain. If the weather is
too cold or snowy the service will be at the Amcramdale Church. A delicious breakfast will follow the
Sunrise Service at the Ancramdale Church.

So far today, God, I've done all right. I haven't gossiped, haven't lost my temper, haven't been greedy,
grumpy, nasty, selfish, or over-indulgent. I'm really glad about that. But in a few minutes, God, I'm going
to get out of bed and from then on I'm probably going to need a lot more help. Thank you. In Jesus name.
Amen.
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Looking Ahead

* Events, dates & times subject to change.

March 2013

February 2013
Tue. 05

Tue. 05

- Christian Ed. Meeting @ 6:00 pm

Wed. 13

Thurs. 14

Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Thurs. 28

Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Thurs. 14

- Women’s Association Meeting @ 1:00 pm
- Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

- Women’s Association Meeting @ 1:00 pm

Sat. 16

Corned Beef Supper @ 6:00 pm

Mon. 18

Council of Churches Meeting @ 12:00 pm,
Presbyterian Church

Council of Churches Meeting @ 12:00 pm,
Presbyterian Church

Thurs. 21

Thurs. 07

Ash Wednesday Service @ 7:00 pm,
Ancramdale Presbyterian Church

- Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Mon. 18

- Christian Ed. Meeting @ 6:00 pm
- Session Meeting @ 7:00 pm

- Session Meeting @ 7:00 pm
Thurs. 07
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Thurs. 21

Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Thurs. 28

Maundy Thursday Service @ 7:00 pm, Pine
Plains Presbyterian Church

Sun. 31

Easter Sunrise Service @ 6:30 am, Winchell
Mountain followed by breakfast at Ancramdale
Church.

Bible Study @ 7:00 pm
Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

April 2013
Tue. 02

- Christian Ed. Meeting @ 6:00 pm

Thurs. 18

Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

- Session Meeting @ 7:00 pm
Thurs. 04

Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Thurs. 25

Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Thurs. 11

- Women’s Association Meeting @ 1:00 pm

Fri. 26

Women’s Association Annual Rummage
Sale

Sat. 27

Women’s Association Annual Rummage
Sale

- Bible Study @ 7:00 pm
Mon. 15

Council of Churches Meeting @ 12:00 pm,
Presbyterian Church

Page 8

Agape Harvest

February 2013

Nutrition Corner
Lynne Clinch

Soup!
I listen to the weather reports everyday. I know it’s cold
up north and that means soup weather! Although I bask
in sunshine and have no need for a jacket I still like a
good homemade soup. Recently an older lady here at the
condo called me and told me to bring a pot over to her
unit for some soup. When I arrived she said it was spicy,
was good and froze well. It made a lot so the freezing
aspect was a plus. I normally do not like real spicy foods
but this was acceptable and can be ‘toned’ down if need
be. I wanted to share the recipe. Enjoy….

cream. Add crushed Tostitos or Fritos if desired.
This is a spicy soup but you can reduce the ‘heat’
by adding only 1 taco packet.
The second recipe comes from Jeanne Valentine-Chase
and I thank her for sharing. She made it her own by
adding and substituting ingredients. It comes highly
recommended for the cold weather. Upon looking at the
ingredients it can be an economical meal. Let me give
the original recipe from the ‘Gourmet’ magazine and
follow up with the substitutions.

Santa Fe Soup
Kale, White Bean and Chorizo Soup
2 lbs Hamburger
1 large onion diced
1 bell pepper chopped
Sauté above together until the hamburger is
browned and the onion and pepper are softened.
Add:
1 teaspoon minced garlic
2 tablespoons parsley
2 packets taco seasoning
1 packet dry ranch dressing mix
Mix well and sauté for 5 minutes for about 5
minutes.
Add and simmer for 30-45 minutes:
1 large can crushed tomatoes
1 can water
1 can rotel tomatoes
1 can each black beans, kidney beans, pinto beans
and corn
Serve topped with shredded cheese and or sour

½ lb. dried white beans (such as Northern,
cannellini or navy)
1 sweet onion chopped
1 tb. Olive oil
2 garlic cloves finely chopped
5-6 cups chicken broth
1 (2”x1”) piece of Parmigiano-Reggiano rind
2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. black pepper
1 bay leaf
½ cup dry white wine
1-2 tb. Finely chopped fresh rosemary
½ lb. smoked sausage cut into ¼ inch slices
3 carrots halved and cut into ½ inch pieces
4 cups (½ lb) Kale with stems/ribs removed
Directions: Cover beans in pot with plus 2 inches.
Bring to boil, remove from heat and let stand,
uncovered for at least 1 hour. Drain and rinse and
set aside.
Cook onions in oil until softened. Add garlic and
cook 1 minute more. Add beans, 4 cups of broth,
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cheese rind, S&P, bay leaf and rosemary. Simmer
uncovered until beans are tender – about 30/40
minutes. Meanwhile, brown sausage and drain on
paper towels. Stir carrots into soup and simmer
additional 5 minutes. Add wine, kale, sausage and
the rest of the broth and cook uncovered for 1525 minutes more. Add green salad and crusty
bread and you have a meal.
That’s the whole recipe and now you’re saying I don’t
have this nor do I cook with this so here’s the
skinny….forget the rosemary, bay leaf, wine and cheese
rind. Use 2-3 tb. grated parmigiano cheese. Use any
dried beans you have except peas. Jeanne used garbanzo

February 2013

Page 9

beans. She added a large can of whole tomatoes
chopped up, but diced tomatoes works too, and you
don’t have to chop them. The sausage can be changed
per taste. Suggestions are Andouille, kielbasa, Italian
sweet or hot sausage or combo of each. A regular yellow
onion works just as well as a sweet one. For that matter
so does a red one. My theory is if you have it use it. I
see no reason why you couldn’t add celery or green
pepper either. If kale is the issue use fresh spinach but
add it during the last few minutes of cooking.….
Make it your own, have fun doing it and most of all
enjoy it. Try one of these recipes and let me know your
changes (clinch@yahoo.com).

Bible Fun: Who Said That?
1.

"This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."

2. "Tell me the secret of your great strength and how you can be tied up and
subdued."
3. "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out
of Egypt?"
4. "Pick me up and throw me into the sea, and it will become calm. I know
that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you."
5. "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."
6. "Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word."
7. "Am I my brother's keeper?"
8.

"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud."

9. When Jesus asked, "Who do you say I am?" this disciple answered, "You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God."
10."Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!"

"Copyright © by Cliff Leitch, The Christian Bible Reference Site, www.ChristianBibleReference.org. Used by permission."

PAUL
MOSES
EVE
ELIZABETH
DELILAH
PETER
JESUS
CAIN
JONAH
MARY

Prayer Requests
Please remember the following people in your daily prayers:
Our Pastor, our congregation, all our children, our loved ones, the family of Ruth Gordon , the family of Steve Terstenyak and
all of those who have lost loved ones in the past year.
At home: George Frenzel (Dolores Dickinson’s brother), Phairah Dickinson, Brad and Eli Dickinson, Harriet A’Brial, Lisa
Bilski (John Bilski’s sister-in-law), Bridget and Zack McDonnell, Richard Valentine (Jeanne Valentine-Chase’s father), Lynn
Schlude (Linda Wendover’s sister), David Jones (Linda Wesley’s brother), Ann Cramer (Ruth Smith’s aunt), Scott, Kate, and
Ella (Cathy Fitzpatrick’s friends), Sheila Trombini (Erin Blackmar), Gil and Theresa Day (Nan Herow), Rev. Herbert and
Evelyn Day (Nan Herow’s parents), Brian Beckwith (Scott Chase), Dale Meccariello, Jerry Chestney, Doris Vater, Marge
Freiberg (Kathy Bartles’ aunt), Fanny Place, Jessica Pezze, Martha Baldwin, Jasmine Quinn, Mary Beth (Dora Hage), Laura
Clark, Tim Day (Nan’s nephew), Lonnie Vater, Ryan Hawk (Dawn Robinson’s son), Maryanne (Harriet A’Brial), Jessica (Jim
Petrie), Lottye Kate (Barbara Gurbel’s great-grand daughter), Raymond Wendover, Eleanor Goldsmith, Lu Hetlyn (Carol
Hart), Carl Freiberg (Kathy Bartles’ father) and firefighter Jason Whaley (Ronnie
Brenner).
At Livingston (Adventist Home): Bill Parliman
(2789 Route 9, Livingston, NY 12541)
At Sharon Health Care Center: Kathryn Mergendahl
(27 Hospital Hill Road, Sharon, CT 06069)

The prayer of a righteous man
is powerful and effective.
James 5:16

At Dutchess Care: Gail Smith
(186 Washington Street, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 )

In the military: Keith Jackson, Garrett Cummings, Daniele Casazza, Chris Riley (Afghanistan), Kyle Moskowitz, Brian
Coons, Tyler Larsen (Louise Coons’ great grandson), Elizabeth Cohn (Afghanistan), Sarah Anderson, Matt Cade, Zach
McDonnell, John Cort, Mark Hall, Ron Potter, Jacob Coons, Danny Hoysradt (Afghanistan) and Nathaniel Chase - Marge’s
grandson (Bahrain).

Pine Plains Food Locker: February
Monthly Drive Item: Toilet Paper
Yellow Bag Items: Toilet Paper, Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Tuna
Next issue: MARCH 2013

Share a blessing!

Submission deadline: FEBRUARY 20, 2012
Send submissions to: abvidal@gmail.com

