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Agape Harvest
First United
Presbyterian Church
of Pine Plains
3039 Church Street,
P. O. Box 313,
Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: (518) 398-7117

To know the love of
Christ; to show the
love of Christ; and to
grow in the love of
Christ.


All are welcome to
join us at our weekly
Sunday worship
service at 11:00 a.m.



Church School and
childcare are
available during the
worship service.



Join us for the
warmth of coffee
hours and fellowship
following most
weekly worship
services.



Pastor Carol’s office
hours are by
appointment. Please
call her at (518)
697-0025 (home),
(845) 235-3569
(cell) or (518) 3987117 (church office).

From Your Pastor:
Dear Friends,
It was said that the great
Michaelangelo attracted a
crowd of spectators as he
worked. One child in
particular was fascinated
by the sight of chips
flying and the sound of
mallet on chisel as the
master shaped a large
block of white marble.
Unable to contain
her curiosity, the
little girl inquired,
“What are you
making?” Pausing,
he replied, “There is
an angel in there and
I must set it free.”
There is a new
creation in Christ
within each one of
us and God is
working to set that
new creation free in
us. Like Michaelangelo
with the marble, there are
parts of our lives that
need to be chipped away
so that the new being,
Christ within us, can

shine forth. Sometimes
this molding and shaping
can be painful because we
have to let go of old
habits and learn to take
up new ones, but the
transformation is always
worth it. St. Paul talks
about this change in his
letter to the Galatians. He
reminds us to chip away
hatred, discord, jealousy,

fits of rage, selfish
ambition, factions, envy,
drunkenness and the like.
Instead we are called to
show forth the fruit of
the Spirit, love, joy,

peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and selfcontrol (Galatians 5).
This new life in Christ is
not always easy, but with
the help of the Holy
Spirit
and
the
encouragement of each
other, what a joy, what a
blessing these gifts of the
Holy Spirit are, not only
to us, but to others and
the world. They are the
true gifts of Christmas
reminding us of St. Paul's
words "Christ in you, the
hope of glory" Colossians
1:27).
Love,
Carol

www.pineplainspresbyterianchurch.com
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A letter from a friend…

Advent Season 2013
Dear Christian friends and neighbors;

gone.

As I write this final letter for 2013, I
find myself harkening back to a year
full of joy and some surprises. I also
am looking forward to the most
joyous and beautiful season in the
Christian calendar,
that being the Advent
of the coming of God
in the form of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Perhaps most people
breathe a sigh of
relief when Christmas
is over. Adults most
certainly do!
The
upheaval, excitement,
expense and chaos
that the holidays
bring, usually makes adults more than
thankful when it’s all over for another
year.

But in the church’s calendar there is
no end to Christmas. It is March
when the church celebrates the
coming of the angel to tell Mary that
she is to be the mother of the
promised
savior.
Following
this,
in
February
w
e
celebrate
Candlemas,
w h e n
Joseph and
Mary visit
the Temple
to dedicate
the infant
Jesus to God. So there is a whole year
of celebration, which completes the
Christian story.

It’s different for children, of course.
After the holidays most children
experience disappointment.
The
decorations are put away, that once
beautiful tree is banished and the last
of the Christmas cookies are long

In the most complete sense, then,
what began in a manger at Bethlehem
lasts the whole year through. Jesus’
birth was only the beginning of God’s
plan for us, to bring Light and Life to
the troubled year. When Jesus chose

to become a human being he brought
God Almighty to us as well. Although
he was a real human baby, Jesus was
also God incarnate. Jesus came to tell
us all about our God and how He
feels about us. Jesus came not only to
tell of God’s Grace and Love for us.
As He grew, Jesus made God’s love
known in everything He did. Jesus
helped, cared for and healed everyone
He met. But from the beginning of
time God had a more beautiful plan
for us. That Love is so great that
Jesus was willing to bear our stripes
and hang upon a cross that we might
be saved to life everlasting with Him.
Christmas is only the beginning of the
greatest life ever lived or story ever
told. Nothing can ever be the same
since that first Christmas. Because of
Jesus birth His Spirit is with us more
and forever now.
In His blessed Name...
Happy Holidays,
The Church Mouse

Wanted: Newsletter Editor
We are looking for a new editor for upcoming issues of the Agape Harvest. It’s
a spiritually rewarding job that involves soliciting articles of interest to our
readers and reporting on recent and upcoming events—and it comes with lots
of

help!

If you’d like

to

give it a try,

contact Arlette Williams

(abvidal@gmail.com) or Pastor Carol Miller (weybrevcam@aol.com).
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Recent Events, Notices & Thanks
ITALIAN NIGHT DINNER—September 28, 2013
Special thanks to all who helped to make this dinner a success through contributions, volunteer service and patronage of the
dinner. Approximately $450.00 was raised . Thank you all!

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION CHRISTMAS BAZAAR—October 18 & 19, 2013
The Presbyterian Women’s Association would like to thank everyone for their help at our annual Bazaar. This event would
not have been a success without the many volunteers who assisted with the set up and clean up, gave donations, and helped
during the sale. We are also grateful to all who patronized the Bazaar, resulting in total sales of over $2700.00.

CONTENT FOR CHURCH WEBSITE

If you have photos or anything else you would like to have posted on the church’s website, please let Dyan know at
wapnickfamily@fairpoint.net. Thanks!

Thank You


To our Almighty Father for His providence and love every day of our lives.



To those who serve in the military - you are thought of and prayed for continuously.



November 4th marks Pastor Carol’s 6th anniversary with the FUPC. Special thanks for your
dedicated stewardship and incredible friendship to us all! P.S—Happy Birthday!



To all who have served in various capacities during the year including the Pastor, the Session,
committee members, liturgists, choir, deacons, sexton, secretary, Sunday School teachers, those
who have contributed to flowers and coffee hour, the Yellow Bag and Monthly Food Drive
Items, the various mission projects, and all the angels who have stepped in whenever needed.
May the spirit of service continue to grow within you and inspire others.
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COUNCIL OF CHURCHES CROP WALK—October 20, 2013
The Pine Plains Council of Churches CROP Walk was held on Sunday, October 20th. Those
who walked on behalf of the First United Presbyterian church (22) raised $513.00 in pledges.
Thank you to all those who walked and those who sponsored the walkers.
Carol Hart

TURKEY DINNER—November 2, 2013
Thanks to everyone who helped with the turkey dinner, a major fund raising event
for our church. 2013 proved to be another challenging year, with ticket sales down
overall but especially for the 7:00 seating, and increasing difficulties finding enough
members of the congregation who are available to help. However, we sold 92
takeouts which may be a record for this dinner. Clearly, takeouts are very popular.
The dinner itself went smoothly and a great time was had by all. We took in $2700
and anticipate $700 in expenses.
Jeanne and Dyan
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Servants’ Calendar
LITURGIST SCHEDULE

SESSION : Next Session Meeting: November 5 @ 7:00 pm

Nov 3

Lynne Clinch

Meetings:

Nov 10

Jim Petrie

Nov 17

Dyan Wapnick

Session Members: Kathy Bartles, Ed Casazza, Scott Chase, Bob
Clinch, Doug Hart, Brendan Kilpatrick, and Dyan
Wapnick.

Nov 24

Margo Jackson

Dec 1

Scott Chase

Treasurer:

Scott Chase

Dec 8

Carol Hart

Clerk of Session:

Kathy Bartles

Dec 15

John Hart

Moderator:

Pastor Carol Miller

Dec 22

Doug Hart

DEACONS

Dec 29

Erik Lindmark

Harriet A'Brial, John Bilski, Bob Couse, Marva Blackmar, Lynne Clinch,
John Hart and Jim Jackson.

November 5, December 3, January 7

We thank Andy Smith for his years of service on
the Session.

ONGOING DONATION
A 12-step fellowship for anyone seeking
freedom from drug and alcohol addiction.
Saturdays at 10.am.
First United Presbyterian Church
3039 Rt. 199
Pine Plains, NY

OPPORTUNITY
The Homeless Shelter in Poughkeepsie which serves
60 people every night and Hillcrest House is in great
need of the following:
Used, in good condition:
Towels

Sheets

Pillowcases

Blankets

Dry Cereal—not in individual boxes is also needed.
Donations can be left at the church marked for
Kathy Bartles, who will deliver them to the shelter.

Wanted: Youth Helper
If you are interested in working with the young people’s group once a month,
please contact Pastor Carol (weybrevcam@aol.com).
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Upcoming Events
PARADE OF LIGHTS
If anyone is interested in chairing a committee to organize the church float for the Parade of Lights
that is held on Saturday, Nov. 30, please let Brendan know. You can email him at
brendan.kilpatrick@gmail.com.

MITTEN TREE AND ADOPT-A-FAMILY PROGRAM
We will again have a mitten tree in the Fellowship Hall. Please donate mittens, scarves, socks, hats and
gloves in children's and women's sizes by December 22nd. They will be taken to the Grace Smith
House Domestic Violence Shelter in Millerton .
We will also support a family through the Adopt a Family Program organized by Stacy Moore in Millerton. Usually we get our family assignments in early December, and they will be posted in the Fellowship Hall. We will need to have the items - new, unwrapped, by December 16th.
If you have any questions or would like to make a cash donation for the purchase of our assigned
items, please see Kathy Bartles, Mission Chairman, 398-7568.

HYMN SING
We are planning a Hymn Sing for the December 15 service, with Christmas carols. If you have a
favorite hymn you would like sung, please email Dyan at wapnickfamily@fairpoint.net. Thanks!

HOLIDAY CONCERT @ 3:00 PM
A holiday concert will be given by Nan Herow, with friends and family on Saturday, December 21, at
3:00 pm. Come celebrate the wonderful birth of our Lord with music.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT @ 11:00 AM
Bring your friends and family to the Christmas Pageant presented by the Sunday School class on
Sunday, December 22, at 11:00 am. It promises to be another beautiful rendition of the Christmas
Story.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE—December 27,2013, 2:00 pm—7:00 pm
The Red Cross will be conducting a blood drive at the church on December 27, 2013, from 2:00
pm—7:00 pm.
Blood supplies are always low around the holidays, please take some time to help save a life.
Contact Kathy Bartles for more information, or to make an appointment 518-398-7568.
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Looking Ahead

* Events, dates & times subject to change.

November 2013
Sat. 02

Turkey Dinner

Mon. 18

Council of Churches Meeting @ 12:00 pm,
St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church

Tue. 05

- Session Meeting @ 7:00 pm

Thurs. 21

Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Thur. 07

- Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Wed. 27

Council of Churches Thanksgiving Service
at St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church @

Thurs. 14

- Women’s Association Meeting @ 1:00 pm

Sat. 30

Parade of Lights

- Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

December 2013
Tue. 03

- Session Meeting @ 7:00 pm

Sat. 21

Holiday Concert @ 3:00 pm

Thur. 05

Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Sun. 22

Christmas Pageant presented by
the Sunday School @ 11:00 am

Thur. 12

- Women’s Association Meeting @ 1:00 pm

Tues. 24

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 9:00
p.m.

- Bible Study @ 7:00 pm
Sun. 15

Hymn Sing

Thur. 26

Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Mon. 16

Council of Churches Meeting @ 12:00 pm, St.
Anthony's Roman Catholic Church

Fri. 27

Red Cross Blood Drive, FUPC, 2:00 pm —
7:00 pm

Thur. 19

Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

NEWSLETTER E-MAIL MAILING LIST

In an effort to reduce costs of distributing the newsletter and preserving the environment, we will be
distributing the newsletter via e-mail instead of postal mail to those who are interested. If you would like to join
our e-mail mailing list, please send a note to Dyan Wapnick at wapnickfamily@fairpoint.net .
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Nutrition Corner
Lynne Clinch

November/December Holiday Edition
Changing it Up
With the holidays just around the corner, we start to
think about Christmas shopping and what to cook
for that big meal. Tradition is great and family
recipes should still be kept. Yet, we always look to
change it up, to try that new recipe we saw in a
cooking magazine.

rosemary. (2 Tbs. if fresh) Cook for another minute
then add ½ cup vegetable broth, ½ tsp. salt and
pepper. Check for seasoning and adjust if needed.
Meanwhile, drain and rinse 1 can of either kidney or
cannellini beans. Add beans and all the grains to pot
and heat through.

I know I always try to make ALL the family favorites
and balancing the meal becomes secondary. But
eating habits change throughout the year. More and
more our young adults are making lifestyle
changes—limiting or eliminating meats, fish, pork
and poultry. Although you may not want to break
from that tradition of turkey for Thanksgiving, you
can try changing up the sides served with it. I
remember the time that I worked Thanksgiving at
the hospital but had the long weekend off. I decided
to have steak (for the ease of it) for my Thanksgiving
meal that evening and the big meal the following day.
Well, needless to say, it was not well received and I
never did it again….

Love carrots as a side dish? Try this version and be
prepared for compliments.

While perusing a back issue of ‘Taste of Home’
magazine I found a side that was pared with a
holiday menu that I’d like to share. It’s a hearty
meatless grain that the vegetarians in your life will
love.

Now for dessert! Tired of pumpkin pie and want to
change it up? Try pumpkin cheesecake or include
that along with the traditional pie. I went searching
and found an easy cheesecake. One thing I did
notice was you could use the usual graham cracker
crust or cookie crust but a gingersnap crust* puts
this recipe over the top. So use the crust of choice,
put into 9-10 inch spring form pan that’s been
double wrapped with foil and put in refrigerator to
chill.

Lentil White Bean Pilaf (10 servings)
Cook and set aside: 1 cup Lentils, ½ cup each of
barley, quinoa and long grain rice.
In a Dutch oven sauté in ¼ cup butter: ½ pound
sliced baby portabella mushrooms, 3 medium carrots
and 1 large onion both finely diced until tender.
Add 3 garlic cloves minced and ½ tsp. dried

Sweet Holiday Carrots (5 servings)
Bring to boil and simmer for 5 minutes 8 medium
carrots, sliced, with ½ cup water. Add 1 can (8 oz)
crushed pineapple, ½ cup each of chopped apple
and dried cranberries, 1/3 cup honey, 1 Tbsp. lemon
juice and salt to taste. Continue cooking until carrots
are tender. Combine 1 Tbsp. melted butter with 1
Tbsp. flour and ½ tsp. cinnamon. Add and cook
until thickened. Sprinkle with ½ cup chopped
walnuts before serving.

For the filling:
Mix together until well blended: 1 ½ cups canned
pumpkin , ½ cup of both brown and granulated
sugar, 3 eggs, 1 ½ tsp. cinnamon, ½ tsp. nutmeg and
ground ginger.
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In a large mixing bowl beat 3 (8oz.) packages cream
cheese, ½ cup sugar and 1 Tbsp. cornstarch. Add
pumpkin mixture to cream cheese and thoroughly
blend. Pour into crust. Place in a larger pan and add
hot water halfway up the spring form pan. Bake in
oven set at 350 degrees for 45-50 minutes. Turn
oven off and leave for additional 15 minutes.
Remove from oven, remove from water bath and
place on wire rack to cool. Put in refrigerator for
overnight. Remove sides, serve with whipped cream.
*Gingersnap crust…..18 gingersnaps, ¼ cup both
brown and granulated sugar. Put all in food
processor and pulse until snaps are all crumbs. Add
¼ cup melted butter and pulse until mixed. Put in
spring form pan and pat out over bottom and 1 inch
up sides.
I found another recipe to share.
Swirled Spiced Pumpkin Cheesecake

November & December 2013

and leave door closed for 15-20 min. Remove, take
out of water bath and cool on wire rack. Chill in
refrigerator overnight.
Next Nutrition Corner will come to you from sunny
Florida. Want to start the life style changes series.
Never realized but this will be just in time for all
those New Year’s resolutions. Until then….Happy
Holidays.

HERE IS A “SERMON IN SOAP”
DUZ you DREFT with the TIDE? VEL, now is
the time to CHEER up, if you want real JOY
the TREND is to BREEZE to church next
Sunday. Too many people WOODBURY their
heads in a pillow, or work hard to make their

Using 9 inch spring form pan make desired crust and
chill.

cars SPARKLE, forgetting that the Lord’ Day

For the filling:
3 pkg (8 oz each) cream cheese
1 cup brown sugar
¾ cup sour cream
2 tsp. vanilla
3 eggs, slightly beaten
1 cup canned pumpkin
1 tsp. cinnamon
½ tsp. ground ginger
¼ tsp. cloves
¼ tsp. nutmeg

first a DOVE will never need to be sent out

In large bowl beat cream cheese, ¾ cup of the sugar,
sour cream and vanilla. Add eggs and mix until
blended. In another bowl add remaining ¼ c. sugar,
pumpkin and all the spices and mix thoroughly. Stir
in 1 ½ cups cream cheese mixture and mix. Pour 1
½ c. plain mixture over bottom crust. Add 1 ⅓ c.
pumpkin mixture and repeat until all is layered. Take
knife and run through filling to swirl. Bake in water
bath in 350 degree oven, 45-50 min., turn oven off

School. As you sing PRAISE to

was made for Lestoil. When the Lord is put
with an S.O.S for you, who put the Almighty
first in your life. Maybe we ought to DIAL you
and remind you of the IVORY palaces up
yonder. Worship is intended as your
LIFEBOUY, so why not WHISK yourself out of
bed next Sunday, dress up SPIC AN SPAN,
and DASH like a COMET to church and Sunday
God and hear His word, you ALL
will get a wonderful CLEANSER
for your soul, and you will feel like
MR. CLEAN all during the week.

Prayer Requests
Please remember the following people in your daily prayers:
During the coming week, please remember the following people in your daily prayers: our Pastor, our congregation, all our
children, our loved ones, and all of those who have
At home: Mary Briggs, Wendie Guteral (Scott), Marianne Groeling, Sid Ball (Nan Herow), Paul Molloy (Carl Bartles’ friend),
Ed Blodgett, Marie Herow, Dustin Hale, Jose Morales (Jannet Watson's uncle), George Frenzel (Delores Dickinson’s
brother), Phairah Dickinson, Brad and Eli Dickinson, Harriet A’Brial, Bridget and Zack McDonnell, David Jones (Linda
Wesley’s brother), Ann Cramer (Ruth Smith’s aunt), Scott, Kate, and Ella (Cathy Fitzpatrick), Rev. Herbert and Evelyn Day
(Nan Herow's parents), Jerry and Betty Chestney, Fanny Place, Martha Baldwin, Jasmine Quinn, Doris Vater, Lonnie Vater,
Ryan Hawk (Dawn Robinson’s son), Maryanne (Harriet A’Brial), Jessica Vellvé (Jim Petrie), Lottye Kate (Barbara Gurbel's
great-granddaughter), Eleanor Goldsmith, Hunter (Linda Wendover’s nephew), Roanne MacPherson Farina, Kay Phillips
(Ruth Smith's aunt), Lowell Woodcock (Linda Wendover’s brother), Helen Cook (Amenia Church), Cathy Fitzpatrick, Mel
Foop (Jim Petrie), Carl Freiberg (Kathy Bartles’ father), April Leonard, the Egan family (Nan Herow), Laura Clark and the
Clark family, Cliff Blackburn, and Bill Boyles.
At Geer Village: Darwin and Dorothy Miller. (77 South Canaan Rd. Canaan, Ct. 06018)
At Livingston (Adventist Home): Bill Parliman. (2789 Route 9, Livingston, NY 12541)
At Sharon Health Care Center: Kathryn Mergendahl. (27 Hospital Hill Road, Sharon,
CT 06069)
The prayer of a
righteous man is powerful
and effective.

At Avalon: Gail Smith. (1629 Rte. 376 Wappingers Falls, NY 12590)
At The Pines in Troy: Muriel Swart

In the military: Keith Jackson (South Korea), Garrett Cummings, Daniele Casazza, Chris Riley (Afghanistan), Kyle
Moskowitz, Brian Coons, Tyler Larsen - Louise Coons’ great grandson, Elizabeth Cohn (Afghanistan), Sarah Anderson
(Afghanistan), Matt Cade, Zach McDonnell, John Cort, Mark Hall, Ron Potter, Jacob Coons, Danny Hoysradt, Nathaniel
Chase - Marge’s grandson, and Brian Montross.

Pine Plains Food Locker : November & December
Monthly Drive Item: November: Toothbrush/Toothpaste; December: Canned Soup
Yellow Bag Items: November: Canned Vegetables, Soup, Ketchup, Mustard ;
December: Canned Fruit, Macaroni & Cheese, Oil, Mayo

Share a blessing!

Next issue: JANUARY 2014
Submission deadline: December 19, 2013
Send submissions to:

abvidal@gmail.com

